Celebrate  Easter 
Sunday ,  April  11 


The  dilemma  of  marketing  — 

Honesty,  God’s  power  key  ingredients  in  growing  churches 

By  Ken  Hemphill 


grows  a  church,  not  any  program 
or  strategy.  And,  if  the  product 
you  market  is  not  of  high  quality, 
all  the  advertizing  in  the  world 
will  not  enable  you  to  sell  that 
product.  For  example  you  can 
market  your  church  as  having 
quality  Bible  study  or  warm  fel¬ 
lowship,  but  if  neither  exist,  the 
marketing  will  have  litde  effect  on 
growth.  2)  One  dilemma  of  mar¬ 
keting  is  that  it  works.  A  recent 
church  growth  newsletter  decried 
the  fact  that  baby  boomers  are  now 
leaving  the  church  in  great  num¬ 
bers  and  that  they  have  been 
unwilling  to  support  the  church 
financially.  The  truth  is  that  some 
leaders  of  “boomer  conferences” 
have  said  if  we  were  to  reach  the 


“/  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  He  who 
believes  in  me  will  live ,  even  though  he  dies.  And 
whoever  lives  and  believes  in  me  will  never  die. 

Do  you  believe  this?”  —  John  11:25 


“The  controversy  began  in  Houston.  Let  it  end 
there!  We  need  an  entire  session . . .  when  we  con- 
fess  our  sins  to  God  and  each  other,  forgive  one 
another ;  and  pray  for  God's  forgiveness.” 

— page  4 


We  must  be  careful  that  our 
churches  advertize  honestly,  and 
that  we  call  for  discipleship  com¬ 
mitment  for  all  those  who  would 
follow  Christ.  We’ve  been  told 
that  boomers  are  unwilling  to 
make  commitments.  What’s  new! 
Unsaved  persons  of  any  age  are 
uncommitted  to  the  cause  of  Christ 


power  of  God  to  transform  lives. 
We  cannot  forget  that  our  work  is 
supernatural  and,  therefore,  it  is 
divinely  empowered. 

Hemphill  is  director,  Southern 
Baptist  Center  for  Church 
Growth,  a  cooperative  venture 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  and 
the  Sunday  School  Board. 


Third  in  a  series 

In  an  earlier  part  of  this  series  I 
mentioned  “marketing  the 
church.”  We  have  always  market¬ 
ed  the  church.  Anytime  you  tell 
someone  about  your  church,  you 
are  marketing  the  church.  A 


church  sign,  a  directional  sign,  or  a 
church  bulletin  are  all  marketing 
tools.  However,  in  recent  years 
there  has  been  a  more  focused 
attention  on  marketing.  On  the 
positive  side,  this  should  challenge 
us  to  do  a  more  professional  job  of 
marketing  our  church.  We  are 


about  the  King’s  business  and  the 
work  of  the  church  deserves  our 
very  best  efforts.  Look  at  all  the 
things  you  are  doing  now  to  mar¬ 
ket  your  church  and  see  how  you 
could  do  them  more  effectively. 
Look  at  new  ways  to  present  your 
church  and  its  ministries  to  your 
community. 

Several  words  of  caution  are  in 
order.  1)  Even  the  most  sophisti¬ 
cated  marketing  strategy  will  not 
cause  your  church  to  grow.  God 


boomers  we  should  advertize  the 
services  and  down  play  commit¬ 
ment  and  giving.  We  had  hoped 
that  once  boomers  joined  the 
church  they  would  understand  that 
now  they  were  expected  to  give 
and  to  serve.  But  once  confronted 
with  these  new  expectations  some 
boomers  left  with  questions  about 
the  integrity  of  the  church.  They 
must  have  felt  that  they  had  been 
taken  by  a  “bait  and  switch”  strate¬ 
gy- 


until  they  are  transformed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Boomers  who  become 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ  will 
make  deep  commitments.  But  the 
church  must  market  with  integrity, 
telling  what  the  costs  of  disciple¬ 
ship  are  from  the  beginning,  and 
follow  up  with  discipleship  train¬ 
ing. 

Do  not  design  your  strategy 
based  solely  on  secular  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  tendencies  of  any  age 
group,  but  upon  the  supernatural 


April  is  Alcohol  Awareness  Month 


♦  Alcohol  is  an  anesthetic  drag.  It  puts  the  brain  to  sleep  just  like 
Novocaine  makes  the  mouth  numb. 

♦  Brain  damage  begins  with  the  first  drink,  and  becomes  severe  in 
alcoholics. 

♦  Like  other  lethal  drug*,  an  overdose  of  alcohol  can  bring  on  death 
by  affecting  the  part  of  the  brain  that  control*  breathing.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  three  people  die  each  day  from  alcohol  overdoses. 

♦  Heavy  drinking  makes  it  harder  for  the  human  body  to  fight  off 
infections.  Combined  with  alcohol-related,  risky  sexual  behavior,  a 
prime  pathway  for  deadly  disease*  is  created. 

♦  Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  cannot  be  reversed  and  is  a  lingering,  painful 
way  to  die.  Almost  85%  of  deaths  due  to  cirrhosis  are  associated  with 
alcohol.  Cancer  of  the  liver  is  also  related  to  alcohol  use. 

♦  Alcohol  can  reduce  key  male  hormones  responsible  for  developing 
and  maintaining  physical  maturity  in  men. 

♦  A  number  of  male  reproductive  system  problems  are  tied  to  alco¬ 
hol. 


♦  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome  —  brought  on  by  mothers  who  use  alco¬ 
hol  during  pregnancy  —  is  the  third  leading  cause  of  mental  retarda¬ 
tion  in  babies.  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome  is  also  one  of  the  only  com¬ 
pletely  preventable  causes  of  birth  defects. 

♦  For  many  people  (especially  youths),  marketing  and  packaging 
blurs  the  line  between  alcoholic  and  non-alcoholic  beverages. 

♦  For  example,  "coolers”  go  by  many  harmless-sounding  names, 
like  “breezers,"  “fruit-flavored  malt  coolers,”  and  "spritzers.”  Some 
companies  even  tout  die  healthiness  of  their  alcoholic  beverages  by 
mentioning  such  ingredients  as  fruit  juice. 

♦  Coolers  cost  about  the  satne  or  only  slightly  more  than  toft  drinks 
and  are  often  placed  next  to  soft  drinks  in  stores,  which  make  cool¬ 
ers  seem  more  attractive  and  less  like  alcoholic  beverages.  Have  you 
noticed  your  stores'  display  of  coolers  and  other  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages? 

♦  Highly-sweetened  coolers  conceal  the  toxic  alcohol  taste,  when  in 
fact  one  12-ounce  cooler  has  as  much  —  or  more  —  alcohol  at  the 
same  amount  of  beer  or  one  "shot”  of  whiskey,  rum,  or  vodka. 

♦  Coolers  are  alcohol-laced  junk  food.  Drinking  two  or  three  cool¬ 
ers  wsstes  s  meal's  worth  of  calories. 

♦  Some  alcoholic  beverage  producers  actually  have  an  "education” 


program  for  schools.  Are  your  children  being  taught  to  “drink  respon¬ 
sibly?” 

♦  Almost  75%  of  adults  polled  said  they  favor  health  warnings  on 
alcoholic  beverages,  and  nearly  half  said  they  would  like  to  see  alco¬ 
hol  advertising  banned. 

♦  The  Outdoor  Advertising  Association  of  America  in  1990  adopted 
a  voluntary  code  that  calls  for  removal  of  all  alcohol  and  tobacco  bill¬ 
board  advertisements  located  within  500  feet  (about  one  city  block)  of 
schools,  houses  of  worship,  and  hospitals.  Are  the  billboard  owners  in 
your  community  complying  with  die  guidelines?  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  association  at  1212  New  York  Ave.  NW,  Suite  1210, 
Washington,  DC  20005. 

♦  To  find  out  how  you  can  help  combat  alcohol  abuse  in  Mississippi, 
contact  the  Christian  Action  Commission  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)968-3800. 

♦  To  find  out  about  the  program  of  the  National  Council  on  Alco¬ 
holism  and  Drug  Dependence  in  your  area,  call  toll-free  1-800-475- 
HOPE. 

—  Based  on  information  from  the  National  Council 
on  Alcoholism  and  Drug  Dependence 


Southern  Baptist  Center  For 


Ken  Hemphill,  director 


Uaptiat  Hworii 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Thursday,  April  8, 1993  Published  Since  1877 


Editor’s  Notfrook  . j 

Are  we  losing  interest 
in  missions? 


The  missionary  parents 


There  were  many  highlights  of  Bush’s  dog,  Millie,  we  ran  a  pic- 
the  WMU  state  convention  in  ture  of  said  dog. 

Gulfport,  but  the  luncheon  for  mis-  Sure  enough,  it  wasn’t  long  in 
sionary  parents  had  to  be  one  of  coming  —  a  lady  had  a  picture  of 
the  mount aintops.  the  new^gaandchild  and  the  grand- 

Some  of  the  parents  were  middle  dog  and  demanded  we  print  it.  She 
age  and  others  had  hit  a  lot  of  pot-  was  muttering  as  she  left  the  room, 
holes  along  life’s  highway.  Many  “Yeah,  he  ran  a  picture  of  his 
had  visited  the  fields  where  their  grandchildren  plus  every  stray 
children  serve  and  all  of  them  mutt  in  town,  but  just  try  to  get  my 
were  knowledgeable  about  mis-  grandchildren  in  it!” 
sions,  especially  furlough  sched-  Oh  boy  !  The  policy  still  stands, 
ules.  There  is  yet  more.  On  March  29 

Most  of  the  talk  was  about  Mrs.  Jeff  McWhirter  (my  daughter 
grandchildren  and  the  fact  that  Angela)  of  Staikville,  gave  birth  to 
these  precious  ones  are  in  Korea,  a  fine  9  lbs.,  4  ounce  lad  named 


Celebrate  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord,  April  11 
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Spurgeon  retires  from  FMB; 
says  decisions  are  political 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Charging  that  board  trustees  no 
longer  base  their  decisions  on 
what’s  best  for  global  evangeliza¬ 
tion,  Harlan  Spurgeon,  has 
announced  he  will  retire  early  as 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  vice 
president  for  mission  personnel. 

Spurgeon’s  retirement  will  be 
effective  June  30,  his  62nd  birth¬ 
day.  A  25-year  veteran  of  foreign 
missions,  he  is  the  board’s  third 
vice  predident  in  the  past  15 
months  to  announce  early  retire¬ 
ment  because  of  disagreements 
with  trustees.  Former  FMB  Presi¬ 
dent  R.  Keith  Parks,  who  had 
hoped  to  remain  until  1995>,also 
retired  last  October  under  similar 
circumstances. 

Spurgeon,  a  missionary  to  Tai¬ 
wan  from  1957-72,  oversees 
departments  handling  enlistment, 
selection,  and  training  of  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  volunteers.  Also  in 
his  portfolio  are  missionary  fur¬ 


lough  study,  missionary  health  and 
board  relationships  with  children 
of  missionaries,  former  missionar¬ 
ies,  and  black  and  ethnic  Baptists. 
He  has  been  in  his  current  role  10 
years. 

In  a  March  30  letter  to  interim 
board  president  Don  Kammerdi- 
ener,  Spurgeon  said  he  was  “griev¬ 
ed  to  see  controversy  and  political 
struggle  replace  missions  and 
evangelism  as  the  main  business  of 
Southern  Baptists.”  He  wrote:  “It 
grieves  me  that  the  question  of 
‘How  will  this  affect  world  evan¬ 
gelization?’  is  no  longer  the  decid¬ 
ing  factor  in  decisions  made  by 
our  trustees.” 

Spurgeon  said  he  was  especially 
saddened  by  the  likelihood  that 
Southern  Baptists  would  not  reach 
their  Bold  Mission  Thrust  goal  of 
having  5,000  missionaries  over¬ 
seas  by  A.D.  2000. 

Spurgeon,  in  his  letter,  wrote, 
“We  have  pled  with  trustees  to  be 


sensitive  to  the  fact  that  (mission¬ 
ary)  candidates  would  not  commit 
to  lifetime  service  during  uncertain 
times,”  citing  Foreign  Mission 
Board  statistics  showing  a  decline 
in  the  total  missionary  force  in  two 
of  die  past  four  years. 

“In  theory,  our  board  will  still 
appoint  missionaries  from  the 
broad  spectrum  of  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists.  In  fact,  many  young  people 
are  convinced  either  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  appointed  or  that  they 
would  not  be  comfortable  serving 
with  a  board  with  such  a  single- 
minded  political  agenda,”  said 
Spurgeon,  adding  that  the  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  goal  “has  become 
a  casualty  of  the  controversy.” 

From  1988  to  1989  the  board’s 
missionary  force  fell  from  3,867  to 
3,780,  a  2.25%  drop.  The  total 
climbed  2.19%  to  3,863  in  1990 
and  rose  to  3,906  in  1991.  Howev¬ 
er,  last  year  die  mission  force  fell 
(See  SPURGEON  on  page  10) 


The  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Mississippi  approved 
$3,600  for  one  year  to  provide 
housing  for  a  CBF  missionary 
planning  to  furlough  in  the 
Starkville  area.  Members  allocated 
the  funds  as  they  adopted  a 
$15,000  annual  budget  during 
their  recent  meeting  in  Jackson. 

Paul  and  Margie  Thibodeaux, 
newly-employed  CBF  missionar¬ 
ies  to  Eastern  Europe,  will  begin  a 
one-year  furlough  this  summer. 
Thibodeaux  is  a  former  pastor  in 
the  Mantee  area  (1978-82),  until 
his  appointment  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  He  served  with  foe 
FMB  from  1982  until  his  appoint¬ 
ment  with  CBF,  which  he  began 
the  first  of  1993. 

Additional  funds  approved  in  the 
budget  included  newsletter  and 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Cooperative 
Program  receipts  for  March  were 
down  8.97%  compared  to  the  same 
month  a  year  ago,  according  to 
Morris  H.  Chapman,  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee. 


promotional  expenses,  travel  sub¬ 
sidies  for  four  Mississippians  serv¬ 
ing  on  foe  national  CBF  council, 
and  state  conference  expenses. 

Members  elected  Jon  Doler,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Leland,  to 
serve  as  a  state  representative  on  the 
national  coordinating  council.  Doler 
replaces  Joe  Tuten  of  Jackson. 

The  group  adopted  a  statement 
of  purpose  which  states:  “The 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  of 
Mississippi  is  committed  to  pro¬ 
viding  a  forum  for  fellowship 
among  like-minded  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  to  emphasizing  an  evangelis¬ 
tic  message  in  our  society,  and  to 
upholding  our  historic  Baptist  her¬ 
itage  as  we  promote  the  principles 
of  our  Baptist  fellowship  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  national  body.” 

Moore  lives  in  Starkville. 


The  year-to-date  totals  for  foe 
Cooperative  Program  dropped 
below  last  year:  $69,908,521  com¬ 
pared  to  $70,200,901,  for  a 
$292,380  difference  which  is  .42%. 
The  SBC  fiscal  year  is  Oct.  1 
through  Sept.  30. 

Designated  gifts  for  March,  how- 


SBC  March  Cooperative 
Program  gifts  down  9% 


#  #  March  gifts  totaled  $11,148,016  ever,  were  up:  $15,496,772  com- 

Greenville  inauguration  will  kick  off 

^  '  The  1992-93  SBC  monthly  basic  designated  gifts  for  the  year  were 

Mississippi  River  Ministry  projects  SiSTSM  :S$Im26?372  compared  to 

L  L  %/  JT  SBC  Cooperative  Program  Alloca-  $80,918,178  for  a  difference  of 

The  Mississippi  River  Ministry  ary  in  the  Church  and  Community  perform  at  the  Gospel  Fest/Health  tion  Budget  is  $140,200,395.  $491,806  or  .61%. 

will  be  inaugurated  April  16-17  in  Ministries  department  at  the  Home  Fair.  Sharber  Smith  is  pastor  of  -  p, 

Greenville  at  a  worship  service  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta;  Nathan  Shady  Grove  First  Church,  Heidel-  \A If  I  I  o  Y*f\  SPHl  1  Tf)  £1  H 

and  Gospel  Fest/Health  Fair,  Porter,  field  staff  consultant  for  burg.  YV  llldl  U.  l/U  aUUIC&B 

according  to  Richard  Brogan,  domestic  hunger  The  public  is  invited,  and  there  .  .  .  y  •  1  -i 

coordinator  of  the  event  and  con-  and  migrant  is  no  admission  fee.  The  events  are  TYTT  T"|1  flLPrS  W1VGS  1 1 1  T*l  P  1*1  POT*i 

sultant  in  the  Cooperative  Mis-  missions  in  the  being  sponsored  by  foe  Coopera- 

*  .  .  _  r  .i  .  «  /it  «  _  J  *.* a  Mi J - &  _  f  iL  -  ~  —  .  .  ~  ,  ......  w  «  tn 


tive  Missions  department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  the  Black  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  division  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  Victory  Temple  Church, 
and  First  Church,  Greenville. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Cooperative  Missions  Depart- 


CB,  at  (601)  968-: 


Thurman  volunteers,  such  Victory  Temple  Church  will  also 

as  health  screen-  be  dedicated  as  a  center  of  the 
ings,  house  weatherization,  back-  Mississippi  River  ministry, 
yard  Bible  studies.  Vacation  Bible  The  Family  Life  Center  of  First 
School,  revivals,  drama,  recre-  Church,  Greenville,  located  at  407 
ation,  and  other  concrete  ways  to  Main  Street,  will  host  the  Gospel 
demonstrate  the  care  and  concern  Fest/Health  Fair  on  Saturday, 
of  Christ  and  his  church,”  Brogan  April  17,  from  10  a.m.-2  p.m. 
said.  '  Health  profes- 

Mississippi  River  Ministry  pro-  sionals  will  con- 

jects  are  also  being  developed  in  "^^^Hduct  blood  pres- 

Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  sure  and  choles- 

Missoun.  Kentucky,  and  Illinois,  terol  screenings. 

Brogan  added.  while  Bible  dis- 

The  worship  service  will  be  held  plays  and  books 

at  7  p.m.  on  Friday  evening,  April  such  topics 

16,  at  Victory  Temple  Church  at  health,  AIDS. 

2700  E.  Alexander  Street  in  nutrition 

Greenville.  Pastor  Eddie  Jones  will  Porter  will  be  avail- 


First  quarter  gifts 
to  CP  up  from  1992 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  of  37%  of  all  gifts  goes  to  Southern 
$1,733,112  through  their  Coopera-  Baptist  causes  outside  the  state, 
tive  Program  in  March,  according  Cooperative  Program  gifts  for  the 
to  Bill  Causey,  executive  director-  first  three  months  of  1993  total 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  $5,607,912.  This  amount  is  only 
Convention  Board,  which  distrib-  $5,088  less  than  that  needed  for  a 
utes  the  funds.  three  month  period  to  reach  the 

All  monies  received  are  sent  to  1993  budget  of  $22,452,000. 
the  agencies  in  a  proportion  And  the  total  for  1993  is 
approved  by  the  Mississippi  Bap-  $237,547  more  than  that  given  in 
tist  Convention  each  year  A  total  the  same  penod  of  1992 
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Plea  from  Southern  Baptist  elder  statesman  — 

Hobbs  calls  for  controversy’s  end  at  birthplace:  Houston 

By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


those  who  say  that  the  Peace  Com-  rebelled.  As  the  result,  God  said  I  am  confused  and  discouraged 
mittee  failed  in  that  it  did  not  bring  that  Israel  would  wander  in  the 
peace.  Not  so.  We  were  not  in¬ 
structed  to  bring  peace.  The  Con¬ 
vention  instructed  that  committee 
to  determine  the  source  of  the  coh- 
troversy,  report  our  findings,  and 
make  recommendations.  We  did 

just  that!  (Incidentally,  findings  land  of  the  Edomites.  Finally,  God 
are  information,  not  recommenda-  said  to  Moses,  “Ye  have  com- 
tions.  They  should  not  be  cited  as  passed  this  mountain  long  enough: 
though  they  are  recommenda-  turn  you  northward”  (Deut.  2:3). 
tions.)  “Northward”  pointed  toward 

One  of  the  recommendations  Canaan  from  which  Israel  was  to 
was  to  stop  the  politics.  The  con-  cany  out  the  covenant, 
tending  parties  have  ignored  it.  Two  significant  things  happened 

at  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  Houston  in  1979. 

One  was  a  giant  rally  in  the 

Astrodome  to  launch  “Bold  sity.”  We  are  brethren  in  Christ. 
Mission  Thrust,”  whose  goal  The  word  “brother”  translates  the 
was  to  preach  the  gospel  to  Greek  adelphos  which  comes  from 
everyone  on  earth  by  the  year  adelphus  —  which  means  “out  of 
2000.  It  could  have  been  our  the  same  womb.”  We  have  the 
finest  hour.  same  source  of  salvation  and  life 

But  something  else  also  took 
place  at  that  Convention.  The 
controversy  began  which  has 
ravaged  our  Convention  fel¬ 
lowship  for  almost  14  years. 

Without  going  into  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  controversy , 
depending  upon  which  side 
you  are  on,  I  said  at  the  time 
Another  recommendation  was  to  that  it  was  the  devil’s  effort  to 
appoint  balanced  committees  and  defeat  “Bold 
boards.  That  is  the  focus  of  interest  Mission  Thrust,” 
at  this  point.  the  greatest  mis-  PU 

venture 

According  to  Lee  Porter,  who  of  all  time.  To  do 

supervises  the  taking  of  his  work  the  • 

ballots,  the  Peace  Commit-  devil  would 
tee’s  report  was  adopted  by  voice  rather  use  good  ^C-,' 

vote  by  a  margin  of  97  to  3.  I  can-  people  than  evil 
not  imagine  the  Southern  Baptist  people  anytime.  |f  B 
Convention  being  nearer  to  unani-  And  the  good 
mous,  especially  on  so  controver-  may  become  the  Hjf 
siaJ  an  issue.  In  my  judgment  one  enemy  of  the 
great  factor  in  it  was  the  messen-  best,  the  best  1 
1X1  be  enforced  Unless  the  gers  saying  that  they  are  sick  and  being  “Bold  Mis-  ' 

X  person  admitted  that  such  tired  of  the  controversy  and  want  it  sion  Thrust.” 

was  true,  there  would  hardly  be  a  to  end.  It  takes  two  to  make  a  5  (  » 

way  to  know  it  I  mention  it  only  fight,  and  it  takes  two  to  make  Tn  Houston  we  /  » 

that  it  might  rest  on  the  conscience  peace!  So  it  is  incumbent  upon  I  came  to  our 
of  each  messenger.  both  parties  to  work  to  that  end!  JLKadesh-  r*f*>  . 

The  other  thought  concerns  But  more  to  the  point  —  the  barnea.  We  ft '  -  1 

actions  taken  by  the  Southern  Bap-  elected  officers  are  to  act  in  accord  looked  over  into 

tist  Convention  and  its  elected  with  Convention  action.  They  are  our  Canaan  but 

officers.  As  stated  above,  such  not  free  to  act  contrary  to  it,  no  rebelled.  We  WXA 

actions  are  not  binding  upon  the  matter  how  worthy  are  their  refused  to  enter 

local  churches  or  other  Baptist  motives.  The  Convention  has  it.  Consequently,  ^ 

bodies.  Those  entities  may  volun-  called  for  balanced  committees  we  have  wan- 
tarily  agree  to  abide  by  them.  But*  and  boards.  In  keeping  with  our  dered  in  the 
that  is  a  decision  made  by  each  of  polity  the  elected  officers  should  wilderness  of 
these  entities  —  state  conventions,  act  accordingly.  controversy  for 

district  associations,  local  church-  If  that  were  done,  the  Coopera-  14  years.  In  a 


Not  a  single  member  of  the 
Peace  Committee  was  hap¬ 
py  with  our  report  to  the 
Convention.  Why?  Because  no  one 
got  everything  he/she  wanted.  In 
mediation  no  one  ever  does.  But 
We  were  convinced  that  God  had 
led  us  to  a  solution  to  our  problem. 
In  such  case,  there  is  but  one 
weakness  —  the  human  element 
—  will  the  people  do  it? 


What  I  am  about  to  write  is  those  who  say  that  the  Peace  Com 
not  intended  as  criticism 
of  anyone.  But  it  occurs 
to  me  that  in  die  “bubble,  bubble, 
toil,  and  trouble”  of  recent  years 
two  self-evident  things  have 
escaped  our  notice. 

One  thought  is  that  from  the 
beginning  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
our  churches  have  appointed  mes¬ 
sengers,  not  delegates,  to  compose 
Baptist  conventions  and  associa¬ 
tions!  meetings.  Delegates  are  cho¬ 
sen  by  the  churches,  instructed 
how  to  vote,  and  the  actions  taken 
by  the  various  gatherings  are  bind¬ 
ing  upon  the  local  church- 
es  which  delegated  their 
authority  to  their  dele¬ 
gates. 

On  the  other  hand,  mes¬ 
sengers  are  not  instructed. 

They  go  to  the  meeting, 
listen  to  and  participate  in 
discussion  of  the  various 
issues,  and  then  are  free  to 
vote  their  own  consciences 
and  judgments.  In  turn,  the 
actions  taken  by  that  body 
are  not  binding  on  local 
churches  or  any  other  sep¬ 
arate  entity  of  Southern 
Baptist  life.  They  are  bind- 


His  name  could  be  Legion.  Of  all 
desert  wilderness  until  that  genera-  things,  we  are  even  confused  as  to 
bon  twenty  years  and  older  died.  how  to  do  mission  work! 

We  are  now  camping  about  our 
ventually,  in  her  wilderness  “Ml  Seir,”  but  in  separate  camps. 

|H  wandering,  Israel  spent  a  Surely  God  is  saying  to  all  of  us, 

“Ye  have  compassed  this  moun¬ 
tain  long  enough:  turn  you  north¬ 
ward.”  “Northward”  points  us 
toward  our  “Canaan”  —  a  renewed 
emphasis  and  effort  in  missions 

and  evangelism,  the  very  reason  A  fter  the  Peace  Committee 
for  our  being.  had  unanimously  adopted 

X  Vits  report  to  the  Conven- 

Iam  just  one  Southern  Baptist  tion,  one  of  its  most  conservative 
who  has  and  does  pray  and  members  said,  “Brother  Chairman, 
work  for  a  return  of  our  historic  if  the  spirit  which  has  developed  in 
Baptist  position:  “Unity  in  Diver-  this  committee  could  develop  in 

’  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
our  problems  would  be  behind  us.” 
I  agree  wholeheartedly! 

But,  unfortunately,  14  million 
Southern  Baptists  cannot  sit  down 
for  two  years  and  talk  and  pray 
—  God  in  Christ  through  the  Holy  themselves  together.  But  the  lead- 
Spirit.  We  need  revival  in  our  ership  of  the  two  factions  can  do 
hearts.  And  as  Jesus  said  to  Peter,  so  for  a  sufficient  time  to  agree  to 
“When  thou  art  converted  stay  together,  work  together,  and 
(changed),  strengthen  thy  pray  together, 
brethren”  (Luke  22:32).  The  old 
revival  text  still  holds.  “If  my  peo¬ 
ple,  which  are  called  by  my  name, 
shall  humble  themselves,  and  pray, 
and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from 


..As  one  Southern  Baptist ,  I 
call  on  the  leaders  of  the  two 
factions  to  come  together 
before  June  1993  and  come  to 
the  Convention  with  a  recom¬ 
mendation  that  we  lock  hands 
and  hearts  as,  through  unity 
and  diversity,  we  do  together 
the  work  God  has  for  us  to  do. 


Therefore,  as  one  Southern 
Baptist,  I  call  on  the  leaders 
of  the  two  factions  to  come 
together  before  June  1993  and 

_  come  to  the  Con- 

vention  with  a 
recommendation 

. that  we  lock 

hearts  and  hands 
'  -  .  £  4^  as,  through  unity 

jLjth. m  diversity,  we 

l  i  work  God  has 
’Jb  i1'1*  •  -i  I  ■£  for  us  to  do.  We 

*y.';  ’  „‘*f H  %  are  fellow-labor 

*1  -ImLJ  crx  belonging  to 
’$,4  God. 

!«3»SL  b'-Cr  The  controver- 
&  ^  began  in 

B  Houston.  Let  it 
V  end  there!  We 
"’-‘Jr'v  1  need  an  entire 

■  i  -W  "  sess'00  ,n  which 

we  transact  no 
* a  business,  have 

no  debate:  a  time 
when  we  confess 
^0{r  our  sins  to  God 

and  to  each 
’  other,  forgive 

®  one  another,  and 

^  pray  for  God’s 
^  forgiveness.  We 

need  a  time 
when  we  lay  our¬ 
selves  afresh 
upon  God’s  altar, 
J  dedicating  our- 

j  selves  to  “Bold 
Mission  Thrust” 
for  the  remaining 
years  before 
2000. 

If  we  do,  I  am 
certain  that  we 
will  have  a  Hal¬ 
lelujah  time.  And  we  will  shout  to 
the  world  that  we  are  Christian 
brethren,  dedicated  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  reaching  a  lost  and  hurt¬ 
ing  world! 

Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus.  First 
Church,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 


But  what  about  the  Convention's  have  no  valid  reason  to  exist,  we  are  biblical.  'Qft,  <  jAftb 
elected  officers?  They  certainly  Judging  by  their  own  statements,  I  We  are  like  Paul 
must  act  in  harmony  with  the  con-  believe  that  that  organization  said  of  the  Gala- 
stitution  and  bylaws.  Is  this  not  would  vanish  like  smoke  in  a  tians  —  like  two 
also  true  of  other  actions  taken  by  strong  wind.  We  have  the  polity  animals  fighting 
the  Convention?  I  am  thinking  of  that  will  end  this  controversy.  But  and  devouring 
motions,  not  of  resolutions  which  we  must  give  it  a  chance  to  work!  one  another.  In 
are  nothing  more  than  the  consen-  Three  months  following  Israel’s  this  struggle  ggjgl 

sus  of  messengers  present  when  exodus  from  Egypt  she  came  to  there  are  no 
they  are  adopted  Mt.  Sinai.  There  she  agreed  to  a  white  or  black  u^b, 

covenant  in  which  she  would  be  a  hats.  We  are  all 

More  specifically,  I  am  priest-nation  to  bring  pagan  gray.  And  each  side  has  something 
thinking  of  the  recom-  nations  to  worship  and  serve  Jeho-  good  to  give  the  other.  Only  we 
mendations  made  in  a  vah.  From  Mt.  Sinai,  God  led  are  not  sharing  it. 
given  report.  Even  more  specifi-  Israel  to  Kadesh-bamea  in  order  to  Recently,  a  young  pastor  said  to 
cally,  I  have  in  mind  the  report  of  lead  her  into  Canaan,  the  land  of  me,  “All  of  my  ministry.  Southern 
the  Peace  Committee.  There  are  her  destiny.  But  there  Israel  Baptists  have  been  in  controversy. 


Pastors'  Conference  to  focus 
on  America's  need  for  revival 


By  Art  Toalston 

o  iJ?U,SJON  (BP)  ~  Regardless.’  I  don’t  think  there’s  a  Church  in  Atlanta,  the  conference’s 

syndicated  conservative  columnist  greater  need  than  the  healing  of  closing  speaker;  and  E.V.  Hill,  pas- 
Cal  Thomas  and  Christian  family  America.”  tor  of  Ml  Zion  Missionary  Church 

psychologist  Gary  Smalley  will  be  The  conference’s  initial  session,  in  Los  Angeles 
am°Dg  the  speakers  amplifying  the  Sunday  afternoon,  June  13,  will  be  Evangelists  on  the  program  are 
Southern  B^idst  Pastors  Confer-  at  Houston’s  Second  Church.  Sub-  Jay  Strack  of  Dallas,  current  SBC 
ence  ...Heal  Our  Land  theme  in  sequent  sessions  through  Monday  first  vice  president,  and  Rodney 

J  evening  will  be  at  the  George  R.  Gage  of  Euless,  Texas,  co-chair- 
T  Thf-a??ual.  conference  is  slated  Brown  Convention  Center.  man  of  the  “reaching  children  and 

^  Junt 15'17  Cal  Thomas,  of  suburban  Wash-  youth”  study  group  under  the  SBC- 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  ington,  will  be  among  the  featured  wide  self-study  initiated  by  Hous- 
Convention  in  Houston  s  George  speakers  Sunday  evening;  Gary  ton  pastor  and  SBC  President  Ed 
R  Convention  Center.  Smalley,  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  will  be  Young  list  fall. 

■Tyf  ...Heal  Our  Land”  theme,  among  those  at  the  closing  session  Each  spencer  has  been  to 
said  Fred  Uwery,  Pastors' Xonfer-  Monday  evening.  focus 

ence  president,  is  town  from  the  Mississippi  paster,  Kan  Alford  of  the  2  Chronicles  714  passage 
Old  Testament  2  Chronicles  7:14  of  Morrison  Heights  Cbnrcfc  in  Lowery  said.  P  **  ’ 

EPk  “If  my  VCOfiCJ  SS*  “*  will  lead  the  prayer/offer-  Beyond  dealing  with  issues 

buInbIe  hroe  OP  Sunday  evening.  affecting  the  nation,  and  how  pas- 

dieinselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  Among  others  scheduled  to  speak  tors  might  address  them,  the  spedk- 
face,  and  tuna  from  their  wicked  are  pastors  who  have  not  had  wide  ere  also  will  seek  “to  encourage 

exposure  among  Southern  Baptists,  and  help  our  pastors  as  they  deal 
1beasm'  ■Ml  w*11  Lowery  said,  soch  as  Johnny  Hunt!  with  hurting  people,”  Lowery  sad, 

. pastor  of  First  Church  in  Wood-  adding,  “The  path  of  oursodety  is 

.  .  e.  ha^c  a  0}°™  aod  spiritual  stock,  Ga.;  Danny  Gray,  pastor  of  causing  incredible  problems  in  the 
crisis  in  America  today,  said  Brushy  Creek  Church  in  Easley,  lives  of  our  people. 

Lowery,  pastor  of  Hrst  Church  in  S.C.;  Joe  Brown,  pastor  of  Hickory  Especially  helpful  to  pastors, 

Bossier  City,  La.,  explaining  the  Grove  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Lowery  said,  will  be  John 
nation  is  suffering  from  abortion,  Ronnie  Floyd,  pastor  of  First  MaxweU,  pastor  of  Skyline  Wes- 
homosexuality,  ‘you  name  it.”  Church  in  Springdale,  Ark.;  and  leyan  Church  in  San  Diego.  Low- 
To  me,  our  choices  are  revival  Michael  Hailey,  pastor  of  First  ery  said  he  heard  Maxwell  at  a 
or  judgment,  Lowery  said.  Church  in  Lakeland,  Fla.  conference  about  a  year  ago,  and 

nie  theme  emerged  from  prayer  And  there  will  be  speakers  “the  “he’s  the  best  guy  on  leadership 
and  discussion  with  his  church  pastors  love  to  hear  over  and  over,”  and  encouraging  pastors  of  any- 
staff,  Lowery  said,  recounting  that  Lowery  said,  referring  to  Adrian  body  I’ve  ever  heard.”  Cassette 
at  one  point  2  Chronicles  7:14  was  Rogers,  former  SBCpresident  and  topes  of  staff  meetings  Maxwell 
mentioned  and  I  knew  that  was  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  in  sub-  leads  at  his  church  are  circulated  to 
the  direction  we  needed  to  go.  urban  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who  will  20,000  pastors,  Lowery  noted. 
Somewhere  we  have  to  draw  the  speak  during  the  opening  session;  Toalston  writes  for  Baptist 
line  and  say.  Here  we  stand.  Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Press. 


Masons  who  belong  to  Southern  phone  calls  from  Southern  Baptist 
Baptist  churches  to  attend  the  laypersons  who  belong  to  Masonic 
upcoming  Southern  Baptist  Con-  lodges  inquiring  how  to  become 
vention  annual  meeting  in  Houston,  messengers  to  the  SBC  meeting. 

They  are  doing  so  despite  their  The  Scottish  Rite  Journal 
favorable  response  to  a  recommen-  devoted  its  February  issue  to  the 
dation  adopted  by  Home  Mission  issue  of  Freemasonry’s  compahbili- 
Board  directors  March  17  to  be  ty  with  Christianity,  especially  tor- 
made  to  the  SBC  on  the  issue  of  geting  an  SBC  study  then  under 
Freemasonry’s  compatibility  with  way  by  the  HMB’s  Interfaith  Wit- 
Cbnstianity.  ness  Department.  The  study  was 

"Despite  the  Board’s  positive  assigned  to  the  HMB  by  messen- 
report,”  John  W.  Boettjer,  manag-  gers  at  the  1992  SBC  annual  meet¬ 
ing  editor  of  The  Scottish  Rite  ing  in  Indianapolis. 

Journal,  said  in  a  statement  after  One  writer  in  the  February  Scot- 
the  HMB  action,  “the  danger  tish  Rite  Journal  issue  —  Fred 
remains  that  a  small  extremist  fac-  McPeake,  education  chairman  of 
tion  within  the  SBC  will  mampu-  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  and 
late  the  Convention  itself  and  a  Southern  Baptist  layman  —  wrote 
reverse  the  Board’s  year-long  it  is  “urgently  important”  for 
study.  Masons  to  attend  the  1993  SBC, 

“For  this  reason,  the  Scottish  June  15-17. 

Rite  still  urges  Masons  who  are  The  push  for  Masons  to  attend 
Southern  Baptists  to  attend  the  the  SBC  was  underscored  in  a 
Convention  and  to  exercise  their  March  1  memorandum  from  C. 
democratic  right  to  vote  for  Fred  Kletnknecht,  Washington- 
approval  of  the  Board’s  report,”  based  sovereign  grand  commander 
Boettjer  said.  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the 

The  HMB  report  ends  with  this  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasonry 
recommendation  to  the  SBC  focus-  Southern  Jurisdiction,  to  “Actives. 


<iN’  Sw‘tzerland  rai7  facilities  in  the  new  head-  Board,  the  Board  of  Internationa 
•  ~  Thf;,BaPt!st  Seminary  quarters  building  of  the  Russian  Missions  of  the  American  Baptis 

m  Moscow  will  hold  classes  for  Baptist  Union  in  Moscow.  Churches,  other  churches  am 

f*  ,  ttas  feu,  commencing  The  first  class  of  the  seminary  individuals.  It  is  believed  these 
uct.  x,  1*93.  World  Baptists  have  is  expected  to  have  20  students,  amounts  will  be  sufficient  foi 
anxiously  awaited  this  announce-  Construction  should  begin  later  essential  building  woik  to  be  car 
ment  for  many  years,  in  fact  since  this  year  on  a  purpose-built  semi-  ried  out  at  both  locations,  as  wel 
Rusfian  Czar*  n«ry  campus  located  in  the  as  providing* some  help  for  oper 

World  Baptists  began  gathering  Moscow  suburb  of  Losinka.  ating  costs  for  the  first  year.  The 

funds  for  a  seminary  in  Moscow  Montocute  met  last  week  with  seminaries  have  presented  first- 
early  in  this  century,  said  Paul  Baptist  leaders  of  the  Euro-asiatic  year  operating  budget  of  jusl 
Montacute,  director  of  Baptist  Federation  of  Unions  of  EvangeU-  under  $50,000  each 
World  Aid  (BWAid),  the  relief  cal  Christians-Baptists.  The  lead-  The  opening  of  the  Moscow 
department  of  theBaptist  World  eis  projected  costs  for  the  tempo-  seminary  will  be  viewed  by  many 
Alliance  (BWA).  This  impossible  rary  accommodation,  the  building  Baptists  as  an  answer  to  prayer, 
dram  is  about  to  be  realized.  of  the  Losinka  seminary,  and  fur-  Hopes  for  its  opening  have  been 
MontaaTte  informed  the  Baptist  ther  work  on  the  Baptist  Theolog-  dashed  on  many  occasions  in  the 
Response -Europe  (BR-E)  com-  ical  Seminary  already  in  opera-  past  both  by  government  decree 
mittee  in  March  of  his  visit  to  tion  in  Odessa,  Ukraine.  and  by  administrative  delays. 

Moscow.  BR-E  is  the  committee  Funds  for  the  two  Baptist  semi-  Added  to  these  have  been  the 
which  has  coordinated  assistance  naries  in  the  CIS — Moscow,  Rus-  immense  changes  in  the  former 
and  aid  for  Eastern  Europe  since  sia,  and  Odessa,  Ukraine— have  Soviet  Union  and  the  major  modi- 
lyyu.  The  Moscow  seminary  has  already  been  coUected  from  van-  fications  in  the  structures  of  Bap- 
been  listed  among  the  priority 
interests  of  BR-E. 

In  a  January  meeting  in 
Moscow  of  the  Theological 
Assistance  Group  (TAG),  Baptist 
leaders  decided  the  opening  of  a 
Moscow  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  should  be  this  fall. 

Delays  in  obtaining  permits  and  a 
final  decision  on  location  and 
construction  plans  have  frustrated 
the  opening  many  times.  TAG 
urged  the  seminary  to  use  tempo- 


Churches  adopt  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 
since  those  reported  in  the  March  4  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record: 
Hinds-Madison:  Faith;  Lee:  Brewer,  Indian  Hills,  and  Temple  Grove; 
Marshall:  Coldwater,  Rankin:  Lake  Harbor,  and  Walthall:  Centerville. 


Recovering  alcoholic  uses  his 
experiences  to  help  churches 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Johnny  Jones  is  a  recover¬ 
ing  alcoholic. 

That’s  the  first  thing  he’ll  tell  you  when  be 


Jones  said  he  began  drinking  to  ease  his  emotional 
pain. 

“Alcohol  relieves  the  pain  for  a  short  while,  but 
the  problem  is  it  takes  more  and  more  to  ease  the 
emotional  pain.  When  you  begin  to  sober  up  you 
have  double  pain,”  he  said.  “One  is  the  emotional 
aspect  begins  to  come  back,  and.  then  you’ve  also 
tom  away  at  your  self-esteem  because  of  the  drunk¬ 
enness.” 

Jones  continued  to  drink  through  college  and  after 
he  married. 

“In  the  first  four  years  of  my  marriage  my  drinking 
began  to  get  steadily  worse.  Finally  my  wife  came  to 

me  and  said, 
‘Johnny,  I  think 
we  need  to  get 
in  the  church.’ 

“And  I  agreed 
just  to  get  her 
off  my  back." 

As  a  school 
teacher,  Jones 
was  free  during 
the  summers, 
and  a  new  youth 
minister  at  the 

week  when  he  prayed  to  God  to  |  attending  asked  him  to  drive  lheC  church  touTon 

youth  trips.  “He  didn’t  know  about  my  drinking 
problem.” 

At  a  Panama  City  Beach  youth  conference  where 
he  drove  the  young  people  one  summer,  Jones  lin¬ 
gered  at  the  door  of  the  worship  services  “and  God 
began  to  speak  to  me.” 

“On  a  Thursday  night,  I  walked  out  of  that  chapel 
by  myself  and  I  said,  ‘God,  if  you’ll  take  drinking 
out  of  my  life,  I’ll  go  anywhere  you  want  me  to  go, 
and  I’ll  do  anything  you  want  me  to  do.’ 

“And  I  have  not  had  a  desire  to  drink  since.” 

The  difference  between  that  night  and  the  other 

times  Jones  promised 
God,  church  leaders, 
and  himself  he  would 
quit  drinking  is  that 
“that  youth  minister 
said,  ‘Johnny,  if  you 
are  going  to  walk 
with  the  Lord,  you’re 
going  to  have  to  be 
disdpled.’ 

“He  took  it  upon 
himself  to  disciple 
me  and  to  teach  me 
how  to  get  into 
God’s  Word,  how  to 
have  quiet  time,  and 
how  to  grow  as  a 
Christian.” 

(  Jones  then  went  to 
seminary,  became  a 
pastor  for  12  years 
and  then  moved  to 
the  Sunday  School 
Board  where  he 
could  use  his  experi¬ 
ence  with  alco-^ 
holism  and  growing 
up  in  a  dysfunction¬ 
al  family  to  help 
others  like  him. 

“As  I  go  out  into 
conferences,  the  one 
thing  I  emphasize  is 
that  if  you  are  going 
to  enlist  people  in 
support  group  min¬ 
istries,  they  need  to 
have  9t  least  some 
experience  with  an 
addictive  or  compul¬ 
sive  background.” 
Lackey  writes  for 


J  “ui  ^  me  him  uung  ne  u  ten  you  when  he  comes 
Sir  :;fr  »  t0  your  church  to  train  members  in  starting  support 

tC  P "  -  sr  jCj  group  ministries. 

M  Jones  is  project  coordinator  of  LIFE  Support 
Jig  Mr  .JH  resources  produced  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 

V^H  Board’s  Adult  Discipleship  and  Family  Develop- 
|  1  P,1  '  .  ’  t,‘  !  ’’.  ^ ment  !)cPanment  LIFE  Support  resources  provide 

friJaifo 2  >  '  &  group  support  ministry  to  people  suffering  from  dif- 

C&W. ’•  •  •  sH;,  •  ■ '  *  hculties  such  as  codependency,  chemical  dependen- 

x cy,  abuse  recovery,  eating  disorders,  divorce  recov- 
ery,  and  grief. 

Observe  Senior  Adult  Dav  May  3  ,Wblle 

•  •  acknowledges 

GUTHRIE,  Ky.  —  Sara  Carneal,  left,  a  member  of  Guthrie  Baptist  Church  he  hasn’t  had  a 
in  Guthrie,  Ky.,  visits  with  Willie  Northington  at  her  home.  Northington  drink  in  more 
and  her  husband,  Thad,  both  in  their  90s,  have  been  in  ill  health  and  than  *5  years,  he 
unable  to  attend  church  regularly.  Cameal,  also  in  her  90s,  exemplifies  the  believes  he’ll  be 
1993  Senior  Adult  Day  theme  Coping  with  Crisis  in  the  Senior  Years,”  in  recovery  the 
which  emphasizes  ways  church  members  can  minister  to  senior  adults  rest  of  h»s  life, 
facing  crisis  in  their  lives.  Senior  Adult  Day  is  set  for  May  3.  Senior  Adult  don’t  think 
Day  is  sponsored  by  the  discipleship  and  family  development  division  of  y°u  ever  get  out 
the  Sunday  School  Board.  (BP  photo  by  Jim  Veneman)  of  recovery,” 


MONTH 


Americans  uncertain 
on  gays  in  military 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

GLENDALE,  Calif.  (ABP) —  armed  forces  more  effective. 
Americans  have  mixed  feelings  Further,  48%  .of  Americans  say 
about  gays  serving  in  the  military,  they  would  not  want  to  serve  in  the 
but  Americans  who  consider  them-  military  alongside  homosexuals, 
selves  evangelical  Christians  aren’t  That  figure  is  even  higher  among 
so  indecisive.  evangelicals,  with  78%  saying  they 

That’s  the  finding  of  a  new  wouldn’t  want  to  serve  alongside 
nationwide  poll  by  the  Bama  homosexuals. 

Research  Group  of  Glendale,  Calif.  The  opinions  of  evangelicals  dif- 

The  poll,  taken  through  tele-  fer  more  sharply  from  the  general 
phone  surveys  of  a  representative  population  on  most  points  of  the 
sample  of  American  adults,  was  survey.  On  average,  evangelicals 
conducted  in  February.  registered  resistance  to  homosexu- 

On  the  bottom  line  question  of  als  by  at  least  20  to  30  percentage 
whether  the  government  should  points  more  than  the  general  popu- 
maintain  its  current  policy  of  not  latioa. 

allowing  acknowledged  homosexu-  For  example,  while  55%  of 
als  to  serve  in  the  military,  Ameri-  Americans  say  homosexuality  is 
cans  are  nearly  evenly  divided,  “immoral,”  92%  of  evangelicals 
Forty-seven  percent  say  they  take  that  view, 
would  prefer  to  keep  gays  out  of  On  the  question  of  whether  peo- 
the  military,  while  44%  disagree.  pie  should  be  excluded  from  the 
Among  evangelicals,  however,  military  solely  on  the  basis  of  sex- 
80%  prefer  no  homosexuals  in  the  ual  orientation,  evangelicals  reflect 
military,  while  only  14%  disagree.  nearly  an  exact  opposite  profile 
Although  Americans  are  divided  than  Americans  at  large.  Sixty  per- 
over  this  question,  they  are  more  cent  of  evangelicals  support  this 
certain  about  other  related  ques-  restriction,  while  57%  of  Ameri- 
tions.  But  these  opinions  appear  to  cans  disagree, 
be  contradictory.  Pollster  George  Bama,  president 

For  example,  57%  of  Americans  of  the  Barna  Research  Group, 
believe  “acknowledged  homosexu-  offered  this  interpretation  of  the 
als  should  not  be  prohibited  from  data:  “People  are  increasingly  con- 
serving  in  the  military  solely  cemed  about  the  moral  condition 
because  of  their  sexual  orienta-  of  the  country,  and  the  implications 
tion.”  Only  34%  disagree  with  this  of  the  shift  away  from  traditional, 
statement.  And  81%  of  Americans  Judeo-Christian  values, 
believe  "whether  a  person  is  homo-  “Very  few  people  in  America  are 
sexual  or  not  is  a  private  matter  homosexual.  Most  Americans  sup- 
that  is  nobody  else’s  business.”  port  the  right  to  be  a  homosexual. 
Only  15%  disagree  with  that  state-  theoretically.  But  when  it  comes 
mem  down  to  interacting  with  people 

Yet  55%  of  Americans  believe  whose  lifestyle  they  perceive  to  be 
homosexuality  is  “immoral,"  58%  immoral,  or  whose  behavior  they 
believe  allowing  gays  in  the  mili-  believe  will  ultimately  lead  to  cul¬ 
tary  will  make  it  more  difficult  for  tural  decay  or  lost  productivity, 
some  heterosexual  soldiers  to  con-  they  draw  the  line.” 
centrate  on  their  job  duties,  and  Wingfield  is  news  director, 
68%  believe  allowing  homosexuals  Kentucky  WESTERN  RECOR- 
in  the  military  will  not  make  the  DER. 


Growing  up  in  Thomasville,  Ga„  Jones  said  his 
life  was  no  different  than  many  others  who  were 
raised  in  a  Christian 

home.  - - - - - 

sJEftiSi  Accept  the  chaU 

home,”  Jones  said,  •  • 

noting  he  attended  nPCH  TVTll  T"l  ( 
church  regularly  J-Hli-Lllj 

with  his  family. 

“U.,  _ :i_.  _  _ _  _  _  • 


“My  family  was 
dysfunctional  from 
the  standpoint  that 
there  was  no  emo¬ 
tional  nurture.  I 
don’t  blame  my  par¬ 
ents.  My  mother's 
mother  died  when 
she  was  4,  so  she 
never  had  a  model 
of  how  a  mother 
was  suppose  to  be. 

“And  my  father 
was  out  of  that  old 
era  where  you  shake 
hands  and  that’s  it. 
They  provided  for 
all  my  physical  and 
material  needs;  they 
just  didn’t  know 
how  to  meet  my 
emotional  needs,” 
he  said. 

So,  while  in  high 
school,  Jones  said 
he  began  to  look  for 
emotional  nurture  in 
other  places. 

“When  we  have 
needs,  we  are  going 
to  go  somewhere 
and  get  them  met.  I 
got  them  met  in  my 
peer  group,  and  my 
peer  group  drank.” 


groups  enter  into  a  complicated  ministry,  said  Jones,  I. iff 
Support  project  coordinator  in  the  board’s  adult  discipleship 
and  family  development  department.  “When  your  church 
enters  such  a  ministry,  you  create  liability  problems.” 

Jones  said  he  was  not  referring  to  legal  liabilities,  but  to 
problems  that  might  be  created  in  the  social  structure  of  the 
church. 

Consequently,  pastors  must  lend  full  support  to  any  type  of 
support  group  ministry,  Jones  said.  “You  can’t  start  this  min¬ 
istry  without  the  pastor  being  for  it.” 

Jones  suggested  if  a  person  wants  to  start  the  ministry  in 
their  church,  they  should  take  a  copy  of  the  LIFE  Support 
Leader’s  Handbook,  which  details  how  to  start  support  group 
ministries,  and  a  couple  of  the  LIFE  Support  courses  to  the 
pastor  “and  lay  it  out  in  front  of  him.” 

Among  the  first  LIFE  Support  courses  to  be  offered  are 
helps  for  low  self-esteem,  chemical  abuse,  dysfunctional 
ramilies,  codependency,  sexual  abuse,  and  divoice  recovery. 


What  i  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NASI 


April  8,  1993  Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


A  WORD  FROM  ZIMBABWE 
AND  DEWEY  MERRITT 


My  Sunday  School  teacher  thought 
Housetops  was  just  for  church  staff, 
'til  he  saw  where  there's 
going  to  be  a  conference 
fM  to  help  him  teach  kids. 


cousin  to  become  a  Christian."  I  shared  the  message  of 
salvation  with  Chigede's  cousin  and  after  we  talked 
with  him  some  1 5  minutes,  he  openly  accepted  Christ. 

Zimbabwe  Baptists  have  prayerfully  and  carefully 
selected  many  places  that  need  new  congregations. 
These  towns  and  villages  are  awaiting  volunteers  from 
Mississippi  to  join  with  Baptists  here  to  bring  Christ  to 
them.  I  hope  this  year  we  will  be  able  to  say  many 
times,  "Today  a  new  church  was  born!  Q 


What  does  one  do  when  Mississippi  volunteers  fail  to 
come  as  requested  by  Zimbabwe  Baptists?  Well,  as 
your  coordinators,  we  begin  to  look  for  things  that 
need  to  be  done  most  urgently.  We  begin  to  find  our 
way  around  in  a  city  of  one  million  people.  We  visit 
some  of  the  Baptist  churches  nearby.  We  start  to  learn 
some  of  the  basics  in  the  Shona  language.  We  discov¬ 
er  we  have  additional  time  to  study  and  pray.  We 
share  fellowship  with  missionaries  and  national  Baptist 
leaders.  We  accept  invitations  for  ministry. 

One  such  invitation  took  us  some  65  miles  from 
Harare  to  the  home  village  of  Rev.  Isaac  Chigede,  the 
National  Convention  Coordinator  for  our  partnership. 
He  had  desired  for  many  years  to  have  a  Baptist 
church  in  his  home  village.  Lately  he  had  organized 
Bible  study  and  prayer  in  some  of  the  homes  in  the 
area.  This  was  to  be  the  big  Sunday.  He  had 
announced  to  the  people  that  he  and  the  Merritts 
would  be  coming  for  the  first  public  service.  The 
women  sat  on  the  ground  and  the  men  sat  on  large 
rocks  as  choruses  and  hymns  were  sung.  I  preached  a 
simple  gospel  message  interpreted  by  Pastor  Chigede. 
Twenty-eight  adults  openly  professed  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  including  Pastor  Chigede's  older  brother. 
Packages  of  helps  for  new  Christians,  used  in  the  part¬ 
nership,  were  given  to  each  new  convert.  A  leader 
was  designated  to  help  them.  As  we  were  leaving  in 
the  Mississippi-provided  van.  Pastor  Chigede  looked  at 
us,  clapped  his  hands  with  joy  and  exclaimed,  "Ah, 
today  a  church  was  born  in  my  village."  He  plans  to 
meet  with  these  new  Christians  three  times  this  week 
to  prepare  them  for  baptism,  being  sure  that  they 
understand  the  basics  of  being  a  Christian. 

We  went  immediately  to  a  village  church  some  15 
miles  further  from  the  main  road.  It  was  begun  by 
Southern  Baptists'  first  missionary  in  this  area,  Clyde 
Dotson,  and  is  the  only  Baptist  church  in  that  area. 
About  150  people  had  walked  various  distances  to  be 
present  and  were  happily  singing,  awaiting  our  arrival. 

I  preached  another  gospel  message  and  eight  young 
adults  accepted  Christ.  The  next  day  Rev.  Chigede 
called  to  thank  us  for  our  help  and  told  us  that  an 
elderly,  faithful  lady  in  the  church  had  died  and  he 
had  been  asked  to  conduct  the  funeral.  I  felt  led  to  go 
with  him.  We  stopped  to  speak  to  his  sister  and  broth¬ 
er  near  the  village  where  the  28  had  responded  to 
Christ  the  previous  Sunday.  As  we  were  waiting, 
Chigede's  cousin  approached  us  and  Chigede  turned 
to  me  and  said,  "For  a  long  time  I  have  longed  for  my 


See  "Bridging  Life's 
Span..."  inside 
page  Housetops. 


10th  Annual 


Meeting 


BM/DF 


COST 

$10.00 


FBC,  Jackson 
beginning  at 
6  p.m. 


BANQUET 

Friday  Night 


Mm  GUEST  SPEAKERS  <40 

Earl  Hewitt,  Jr.  (left)  -  medical  missionary  to  Ghana 
Bill  Swan  ( right)  -  medical  missionary  to  Macao 

For  all  Medical  and  Dental  professionals 

see  registration  on  back  of  Housetops 


BAPTIST  NURSING 
FELLOWSHIP 

is  making  a  PLUG 
for  Camp  Nurses  needed 
L  during 
<8L  GA&  Acteens 
^  Camps 
^  ^  at  Garay  wa 


CAMP  SCHEDULE 

June  2-4  GA  Mini-Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

June  7-11  G  A  Camp;  Camp  Garay  wa 

June  14-18  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

June  14-16  Acteens  Mini-Camp,  Central  Hills 

June  16-18  Acteens  Mini-Camp,  Central  Hills 

June  28-30  Acteens  Mini-Camp,  Garaywa 

June  2 1  -25  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

June  20-July  2  GA  Mini-Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 
July  5-9  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

July  9-10  1st  &  2nd  grade  Mother/Daughter 

Overnight;  Camp  Garaywa 
July  12-16  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

July  19-23  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 

July  26-30  GA  Camp;  Camp  Garaywa 


PLUG  IN...IF  YOU  CAN!! 

Give  a  week  or  more  of  your  summer 
to  be  camp  nurse.  For  more  details, 
call  Ashley  McCaleb  at  968-3800,  ext 
3924. 

Or  write  her  at  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


ANNUAL  MEDICAL- 
DENTAL  FELLOWSHIP 
MEETING 

Dr.  Ben  Nash,  President  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Dental  Fellowship  invites  Health  Care  Givers 
to  the  10th  Annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical-Dental  Fellowship  scheduled  for  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson  on  May  7-8,  1993.  The  meeting  will 
begin  on  Friday  at  6  p.m.  with  a  fellowship  period  and 
a  banquet  to  follow  in  Fellowship  Hall  West. 
Activities  on  Saturday  morning  begin  With  a 
Continental  Breakfast  at  8  a.m.  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
Baptist  Building  located  at  515  Mississippi  Street. 

The  Friday  night  banquet  program  will  feature  two 
Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries.  Dr.  William 
Swan,  a  native  of  Pryor,  Oklahom£  is  a  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Macao.  His  work  as  a  foreign  missionary 
physician  involves  ministry  through  medical  care  using 
the  out-patient  clinic  as  well  as  going  out  into  the 
community  taking  care  of  the  sick  in  their  own  homes. 

Another  program  feature  on  Friday  night  will  be  Dr. 
Earl  Hewitt.  He  is  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  physi¬ 
cian  appointed  to  Ghana  in  1988.  Dr.  Hewitt,  Jr.  is  a 
native  of  McComb.  His  father  is  a  physician  in  this 
city.  As  a  medical  missionary.  Dr.  Hewitt  is  on  the 
staff  at  the  Baptist  Medical  Center  in  Nalerigu,  Ghana. 

Other  aspects  of  the  Friday  night  program  will  include 
inspirational  music,  project  reports  and  testimonies. 

Saturday  morning  will  feature  a  presentation  on  part¬ 
nership  missions  by  Bill  Hardy,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Conventiori  Board,  and  a  dialogue  panel.  Dr.  Lee 
Cope,  a  Jackson  pedodontist,  will  moderate  the  panel. 
The  panel  will  focus  on  such  areas  as  medical  mis¬ 


sions,  Dr.  William  Swan;  dental  missions;  Dr.  Bob 
Holifield;  mission  clinics;  Dr.  Bill  Boteler  and  Dr.  Paul 
VanLandingham;  and  projects  for  nurses,  Miss  Kaye 
Wilson. 

The  annual  meeting  includes  physicians,  dentists,  resi¬ 
dents,  medical  and  dental  students,  optometrists,  phar¬ 
macists,  and  nurses.  We  welcome  anyone  interested 
in  this  area  of  mission  work.  Cost  for  the  banquet 
meal  is  $10  per  person.  Advanced  reservations  are 
required  by  April  30,  1993.  To  secure  a  reservation, 
send  $10  per  person  to  the  Brotherhood  Department, 
P0  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS,  39205.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  call  the  Brotherhood  Department  968-  3800.  Q 


PRAYERGRAM 

March  25-April  8,  7  993 

PRAY  for  Doq  and  Anne  Dent,  missionaries  to  Indonesia. 
They  make  four  requests:  (1)  The  ability  to  learn  the 
Sudanese  language  (2)  That  they  will  grow  in  their  love 
toward  the  Sudanese  people  (3)  That  they  will  have  wis¬ 
dom  in  developing  effective  strategies  for  their  mission 
work  (4)  For  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  their 
daily  lives.  Don  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Pattie  Dent  of  Clinton. 

PRAY  for  Joel  and  Rhonda  Sutton  and  the  missionaries 
who  live  and  work  in  France.  Joel  Sutton  writes,  "The 
great  majority  of  Fench  people  do  not  own  a  Bible.  Pray 
for  four  families  in  the  small  town  of  Besse,  who  have 
requested  the  gospel  of  Luke.  Pray  that  they  will  come  to 
know  Jesus  as  their  Savior. 

PRAY  that  a  national  Christian  will  be  called  out  to 
become  literacy  supervisor  in  the  Liberian  area  of  Daloa 
(West  Africa)  This  worker  would  promote  and  coordinate 
a  literacy  campaign  in  the  Bete  (pronounced  bay-tay) 
dialect  of  the  region. 

PRAY  fcr  missionaries,  pastors  and  Christian  people  who 
seek  to  witness  in  Utah.  71  percent  of  Utah's  residents 
are  Mormons  and  less  than  1  percent  are  Southern 
Baptists.  "In  Utah  being  a  Mormon  is  more  than  a  reli¬ 
gion.  It  is  a  culture;  a  way  of  life",  says  Lavoid  Robertson, 
home  missionary  and  retired  director  of  evangelism  for 
Utah-ldaho. 

PRAY  that  Baptists  will  be  aware  of  and  supportive  of  the 
AID  PROGRAM  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance.  Right 
now  blankets  and  medical  supplies  are  being  sent  to 
Bosnia.  Those  who  desire  to  contribute  to  this  ministry 
should  do  so  through:  Baptist  World  Alliance,  8733 
Curran  Bt.  McLean,  Va.  22101  -8055. 

PRAY  for  Edna  M.  Ellison,  former  editor  of  ROYAL  SER¬ 
VICE  of  WMU,  SBC.  who  was  elected  by  the  California 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  on  Jan.  28  to  serve  as 
WMU/women's  ministry  director. 

PRAY  that  though  the  lottery  bill  seems  to  be  dead  at  this 
time  that  Citizen  Christians  will  not  in  any  way  have  a 
spirit  of  apathy,  as  they  face  the  strong  liklehood  that  pro¬ 
posals  to  create  a  lottery  will  arise  again. 

F*RAY  for  the  Bivocational  Ministers'  Retreat  to  be  held  at 
Lake  Tiak  O'Khata,  Louisville,  Miss.,  March  19  and  20, 
1993.  This  is  a  statewide  event  and  is  very  important  in 
Miss.  Baptist  life. 

F*RAY  for  Gulfshore  and  Central  Hills  as  they  seek  sum¬ 
mer  staffers.  Gulfshore  Assembly  begins  its  summer  pro¬ 
gram  on  May  15  and  ends  Aug  7.  Central  Hills  begins 
staff  orientation  June  6  and  the  final  work  day  will  be 
Aug.  8.  If  interested,  write  to  Summer  Employment, 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  St.,  Pass  Christian, 
Ms.  38571  3299  or  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  P.O.  Box 
723,  Kosciusko,  Ms. 

PRAY  for  Bobbie  Wade,  a  nurse  of  the  Bentonia  Baptist 
Church,  who  left  for  Somalia  on  March  1,  for  a  two- 
month  volunteer  ministry.  She  is  paying  her  own  way  to 
work  in  pre-  and  post-natal  care  and  also  on  th  Food 
Line.  Such  workers  are  required  to  return  to  Nairobi, 
Kenya  every  four  weeks  for  a  time  of  rest.  Q 
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CHAPLAINS 
SPRING  RETREAT 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Chaplains'  Association  will 
conduct  its  annual  Spring 
Retreat  at  Gulfshore  Bap¬ 
tist  Assembly  on  May  14- 
15. 

Paul  Stephenson,  Director, 
Pastoral  Care  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  will  speak 
on  the  subject,  "Looking  at 
Hurt  and  Loss." 

Nathan  Barber,  pastor  of  the 
Immanuel  Baptist  Church  in 
Hattiesburg  will  lead  the  Bible 
studies. 

Chaplains  should  make  reserva¬ 
tions  through  the  Cooperative 
Missions  De-partment  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Richard  Brogan, 

Consultant.  □ 

Gospel  Fest/ 
Health  Fair 

A  GospelFest/Health  Fair  is  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
April  17,  at  the  Family  Life  Center  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  407  Main  Street,  Greenville,  from  10  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.  Churches  will  be  invited  to  present  musical 
selections  and  then  attend  the  Health  Fair.  Screenings 
will  be  conducted  by  student  nurses  of  Mississippi 
College  and  other  health  professionals  will  offer  exam- 
i  nations. 

The  GospelFest/Health  Fair  is  a  Kick-Off  Event  of  the 
Mississippi  River  Ministry  (a  seven  state  focus)  in 
Mississippi.  On  Friday  evening,  April  16,  at  7  p.m.,  a 
celebration  and  dedication  service  will  be  held  at 
Victory  Temple  Baptist  Church,  2700  East  Alexander 
Street,  Greenville. 

During  that  event  the  Victory  Temple  Church  will  be 
dedicated  as  a  Center  for  the  Mississippi  River 
Ministry.  According  to  Richard  Brogan,  consultant  in 
the  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  mission  volun¬ 
teers  from  Mississippi  and  the  churches  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  expected  to  respond 
in  meeting  human  needs  in  the  name  of  Christ.  □ 


ALASKA  PARTNERSHIP 
REQUESTS 

*.  •  *  I  -  * 

LaVerne  Griffin  Youth  Recreation  Camp  (near 
Anchorage) 

Need  an  individual  or  couple  to  serve  as  resident 

Camp  Manager/Caretaker 

for  one  year.  Will  provide  housing. 

Contact  Rich  O'Guin,  18719  N.  Lowrie  Loop,  Eagle 
River,  AK  99577.  Office  phone  907/257-2640  or 
home  907/694-5853. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Eagle  River,  Alaska 

Need  a  work  team  of  8-1 2  people  with  basic  carpen¬ 
try,  plumbing  and  electrical  skills  to  help  with  remod¬ 
eling  of  church  building.  Need  for  1-2  weeks  during 
summer  of  1993.  Church  will  provide  meals  and 
housing. 

Contact  Archie  Boyles,  P.O.  Box  7701 36,  Eagle  River, 
AK  99577.  Phone  907/694-2504. 

Inquiries  should  be  made  to  the  Partnership  Missions 
Office,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  Telephone: 
601/968-3800.  Q 


Area  Bivo 
*  Meetings 

AREA  1 

April  23,  1993,  FBC,  Senatobia  6:30  p.m.. 
Meal  7:30-8:45  p.m..  Conference 

AREA  2 

April  24,  1993,  Prentiss  Association  Office 
8:00  a.m..  Meal  9:00-11 :00  a.m..  Conference 

AREA  4 

May  15,  1993,  Traceway.  Mathiston  8:00  a.m., 
Meal  9:00-11 :00  a.m.,  Conference 

AREA  8 

May  21,  1993,  Western  Sizzlin,  Hattiesburg 
6:30  p.m..  Meal  7:30-8:45  p.m.,  Conference 


BREAK 
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SERVE  TO  WIN 

GULFSHORE  BAPTIST  ASSEMBLY 

Sunday  School's  July  weekends  are  filled  with  ideas  for  reaching 
out  to  bring  people  into  the  warm  and  caring  relationship  of  a 
Sunday  School  group. 


July  22-24,  1993 

WORSHIP  LEADER 

Chuck  Kelley 
Professor  of  Evangelism 
New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 


July  29-31,  1993 

WORSHIP  LEADER 

Bert  Harper 
Pastor 

West  Jackson  Street, 
Tupelo 


Challenging  ideas  for  sharing  the  good  news  through  Bible  teaching  and  personal  witnessing  will  be  pro¬ 
vided.  Brochures  are  available  through  the  Sunday  School  Department  giving  conference  leaders  and 
conference  titles.  Bible  study  for  preschool,  children,  and  youth  will  be  provided  while  adults  are  in 
leadership  conferences. 


MissionStroll 

Baptist  Women/ 

Baptist  Young  Women  Retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa 


On  Feb.  26  and  27  approximately  285  women  from  all  areas  of  the 
state  participated  in  the  Retreat  Camp. 

MissionStroll,  part  of  Friday  evening's  session,  gave  women  first-hand 
information  from  those  involved  in  volunteer  and  career  missions. 


1.  Furloughing  missionary,  Peggy  Wallace,  in  national  dress  (left), 
describes  her  role  as  homemaker  and  teacher  in  Cajamarca,  Peru, 
where  she  and  husband,  Karl,  and  their  two  teenagers  live  and  serve. 
Home  churches  are  Broadmoor  and  Briarwood  (Jackson),  respectively. 

2.  Laverne  Barnes,  Jackson,  retired  nurse  and  member  of  Baptist 
Nursing  Fellowship,  is  active  in  volunteering  her  skills.  She  served  on 
medical  teams  to  Kazakhstan  and  Brazil  last  year. 

3.  Gail  Benedict,  of  Purvis,  shows  how  to  set  up  an  effective 
Crisis  Closet  Ministry  in  the  association  or  church.  Let's  Do  Missons, 
her  focus,  included  numerous  ministry  models. 

4.  Why  not  give  a  week  or  two  to  serve  in  Rio  Grande  River 
Ministry  along  the  Texas  border?  Two  members  of  a  team  of  student 
nurses  from  Mississippi  College  who  did  last  summer  are  Denise 
Windom  and  Kay  Travis,  Crystal  Springs. 

5.  "Alaska,  our  newest  Partner  in  Missions  is  the  place  to  go," 
says  Louise  Perrigin,  of  Ackerman.  Opportunities  are  boundless! 

6.  "Let  me  tell  you  about  Zimbabwe!"  Linda  Donnell,  of 
Hattiesburg,  convincingly  details  needs  women  can  meet  in  our  part¬ 
ner  country. 
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MASTERLIFE 

WORKSHOP 


May  17-21,  1993 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo,  Miss. 


Seventh  Annual 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS  IN 
BROADCASTING 
WORKSHOP 


Medical/Dental  Fellowship 
REGISTRATION  FORM 

Return  to  Brotherhood  Department.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS  39205 


Name(s). 

Address 


Profession 


Phone 


Enclosed  is  $ _ ; _ for _ dinner  reservations. 

($10.00  per  person ,  make  checks  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board) 

Advance  payment  is  preferred.  Deadline  for  reservations  is  APRIL  30, 1993. 

No  preschool  provisions  will  be  provided. 


April  23-24 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

WORKSHOPS 

Producing  a  Worship  Service  -  Basic 

Ideas  and  Solutions 

Producing  a  Worship  Service  - 
Advanced 

Basic  Audio  in  the  Church 
Basic  Radio  in  the  Church 


April  21-25, 1993 
evue  Baptist  Church 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Call  901-385-5720 

for  registration 
information 


Featuring: 

•  John  McArthur 

•  Jerry  Vines 

•  John  Phillips 

.  Stephen  Olford 

•  Ron  Dunn 

•  Adrian  Rogers 


Letters  to  the  editor 


worship.  Our  early  Baptists  fought  the  end  of  May  and  will  have  a  full 
primarily  against  government  inter-  year  at  home.  My  “international” 
ference,  state  mandated  churches  or  taste  buds  are  ready  for  some  good 
denominations,  which  some  ole  turnip  greens,  fried  okra,  sliced 
colonies  were  leaning  toward.  tomatoes  fresh  from  the  garden. 

So  our  founders  wanted  a  Christ-  and,  of  course,  a  hewing  platter  of 
ran  nation,  where  men  could  be  res-  fried  Mississippi  catfish.  We  can’t 
cued  from  their  sins,  and  from  all  wait! 
other  religions,  past,  present,  and  Dan  and  Libby  Panter 
future,  because  they  were  and  are  Minsk,  Belarus 
false,  and  they  lead  their  followers 

to  eternal  damnation.  They  were  Tribute  to  Tvler 
gracious  enough  however,  and  J 

scriptural  enough,  to  give  unpara]-  Editor 

of  ™*fP  10  toose  7^  you  s0  much  for  ^  ^au- 
n/Sl;  them  tiful  item  on  Mrs.  Francis  Tyler, 

r  Everything  you  said  and  much 

J  ,dP  kj?ow  ]•  Brent  Walker,  more  was  true  about  this  dear  lady. 

] K  rhZ  °  m  maD  1  entered  Blue  Mountain  (1970- 

n  74>  at  a  ^  when  some  there  did 

^t0  not  fanc>’  ^  ^ea  of  having  men 

,eC^'  s,udents  on  campus.  Mrs.  Tyler 
end  reading  as  a  balance^  The  was  my  ^  instructor  0f  the  four 

B^0hn°P  oZ  w  yeare  ^  the  first  class  of  each  day. 

9  ’  ’  Ty,er  had  a  way  of  showing 

p,,  n  ah  the  students,  even  men  students, 

p  °y,d  C  McElveen  that  they  were  important  to  the 

kingdom  of  God  and  she  showed 
•  •  -r»  i  no  partiality  to  her  students,  neither 

Mission  in  Belarus  men  nor  women. 

It  was  a  delight,  after  having  trav- 
Editor:  elled  almost  100  miles  to  get  to 

As  I  look  out  through  my  window  school,  to  see  her  warm  radiant 
at  the  new  fallen  snow  I  find  myself  smiling  face.  Her  first  words, 
still  overwhelmed  by  the  realization  regardless  of  whether  it  was  raining 
that  we  are  here  in  the  heart  of  or  sun  shining,  were:  “Isn’t  it  a 
Belarus,  speaking  Russian,  beautiful  day?”  She  always  liked 
involved  in  the  life  of  the  Belaruss-  the  cool  mornings  when  the  sun 
ian  Baptist  Church.  was  shining. 

The  work  here  is  overwhelming!  Although  I  did  not  have  her  as  an 
Or  maybe  I  should  say  that  the  instructor  after  the  first  year,  she 
opportunities  are  more  than  we  can  remained  interested  in  me.  Many 
get  to.  1  have  preached  in  many  times  she  would  come  up  to  me  in 
churches,  evangelistic  meetings,  the  hall  or  in  the  “sub*  and  say, 
and  special  gathering.  The  hunger  “Mr.  McMillen  (or  Ken),  how  are 
for  the  Word  of  tire  Lord  is  unbe-  you  doing?”  She  was  thrilled  that  I, 


Editor:  over  and  over  for  four  hours  —  and 

God  is  giving  a  spiritual  harvest  people  kept  responding! 
of  souls  in  Russia  and  the  new  Team  members  are  needed  this 
republics  of  the  old  Soviet  Union,  summer  to  step  with  us  through  the 
especially  the  Ukraine!  open  door  in  this  Foreign  Mission 

Last  August,  10  teams  of  50  peo-  Board/Ukraine  Baptist  Union  evan- 
ple  from  12  states,  several  from  gelistic  project. 

Mississippi,  accompanied  me  to  Bo°der 

Donetsk,  Ukraine.  The  team  mem-  Orlando,  Fla. 
bers  preached,  sang,  testified,  dis- 

tributed  Bibles,  and  witnessed  in  a  Clear  Up  Confusion 

dozen  cities  in  church  services, 

street  and  park  services,  hospitals,  Editor: 

army  camps,  street  witnessing,  and  I  am  deeply  saddened  by  all  the 
three  nights  of  services  in  the  misinformation,  innuendo,  and  dis- 
Sports  Palace  in  Donetsk!  Thou-  trust  which  is  circulating  about 
sands  of  people  heard  the  gospel  WMU.  Woman’s  Missionary 
for  the  first  time.  The  churches  and  Union:  1.  is  committed  to  missions 
crusade  leaders  reported  that  through  all  possible  means;  2.  took 
12,534  people  responded  to  the  no  action  to  lessen  our  commitment 
public  and  personal  invitations  to  to  Southern  Baptist  mission  nor  to 
receive  Christ.  The  team  members  add  to  our  prayer  calendar  and  cur- 
distributed  over  40,000  Bibles,  riculum  materials;  3.  took  no  action 
New  Testaments,  and  gospels  of  to  move  WMU  closer  to  any  Bap- 
John  in  the  Ukraine,  Moscow,  and  tist  group.  However,  at  a  group’s 
St.  Petersburg.  request,  WMU  will  pray  for  them 

The  Baptist  leaders  of  the  and  consider  publishing  and  spiling 
Ukraine  have  invited  me  to  bring  printed  resources  to  them.  WMU 
teams  again  this  summer.  To  meet  also:  4.  affirmed  its  long-standing 
their  requests  we  need  preachers,  practice  of  selling  Christian  mis- 
vocalists,  singing  groups,  and  per-  sions  education  materials  to  non- 
sonal  witnesses  to  respond  to  the  SBC  groups  who  share  similar  mis- 
challenging  invitation.  The  door  is  sions  concerns;  5.  has  not  in  the 
open  now  to  the  gospel,  and  the  past  and  will  not  appoint  mission- 
Ukrainian  people  are  the  most  aries  or  distribute  mission  binds 
reponsive  I’ve  seen!  For  informa-  to  any  Southern  Baptist  or  non- 
tion,  call  me  at  (407)  843-8433.  Southern  Baptist  board  or  orga- 
One  of  our  pastors  stopped  on  a  nization  (since  we  collect  no  mis- 
street  comer  with  his  team,  formed  sion  funds,  we  have  no  mission 
a  circle,  sang  a  song,  and  testified  funds  to  distribute  —  all  non-local 

- — - - - - — - ^  Cooperative  Program  funds  go 

.  StPPfllpS  &  JPHtia  directly  to  the  state  conventions. 


Raymond  R. 
Gordon  dies 


comer.  We  hope  to  be  home  around 


Calvary  Baptist  Church  and  The  Encourager  Church 


Of  Houston.  T< 


Invite  You  To 


Raymond  R.  Gordon,  86,  a 
retired  Baptist  minister,  died  of 
kidney  failure  March  25  in  Laurel. 

Service  were  held  March  27  at 
Bethlehem  Church,  Laurel,  where 
Gordon  was  a  member. 

Gordon  surrendered  to  preach  at 
age  45,  and  pastored  Centerville 
Church.  Pine  Street  Mission  in 
Laurel,  New  Sardis  Church,  and 
Clear  Springs  Church,  in  addition 
to  serving  as  interim  at  various 
Jones  County  congregations 

Gordon  was  a  graduate  of  Clarke 
College. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Mel¬ 
rose,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  four 
brothers,  a  sister,  14  grandchil¬ 
dren,  21  great-grandchildren,  and 
one  great-great-grandchild 


For  pastors,  their  wives,  arid  other  church  leaders  interested  in  probing  today’s 
awakenings  in  worship,  prayer,  ministry,  intimacy,  cell  groups,  purity  ... 

With 

Jack  Taylor  and  Jack  Deere 
Friday  Evening-Sunday  Morning  y.  '  ' 

June  11-13, 1993  . 


The  Encourager  Church  Auditorium 
10950  Old  Katy  Road 
Houston,  Texas 

•  Free  air-conditioned  shuttle  bus  service  to  and  from  your  hotel 
-  Child-care  through  fifth  grade  •  Box  lunches  •  Saturday  Afternoon  Workshops 

_ Register  before  May  1st  and  save! 


Pro-lifers  decry  Clinton’ 
plan  to  kill  funding  ban 


Just  for  the  Record 


Ruth  Church,  Lincoln  Asso¬ 
ciation,  will  host  a  blood  drive 
on  Saturday,  April  10,  from  10 
a.m.-2  p.m.  The  drive  will  bene¬ 
fit  Susan  Halford,  the  daughter 
of  Freddie  and  Yvonne  Miller, 
members  of  Ruth  Church.  Mrs. 
Halford  had  brain  surgery  and 
emergency  cesarean  section  on 
March  25  at  University  Medical 
Center,  Jackson.  For  further 
information,  call  Alice  Wooley 
at  734-6447. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  minority  women,”  said  Kate 
White  House’s  intention  to  Michelman,  president  of  the 
rescind  a  16-year  ban  on  Medicaid  National  Abortion  Rights  Action 
funding  for  abortion  ignited  League,  in  a  written  statement, 
another  skirmish  in  the  ongoing  “This  kind  of  coercive  policy  has 
war  over  abortion.  no  place  in  a  nation  that  values 

President  Clinton’s  plan  to  individual  rights  and  liberties.” 
repeal  the  Hyde  Amendment  will  “For  a  politician  who  says  his 
result  in  more  abortions  and  in  abortion  policy  is  meant  to 
pro-life  Americans  being  forced  to  decrease  the  number  of  abortions 
pay  for  the  taking  of  unborn  life,  in  America,  he  has  a  strange  way 
abortion  opponents  said.  The  pro-  of  showing  it,”  said  James  A. 
posed  action  will  end  unfairness  Smith,  director  of  government 
to  poor  women  who  cannot  afford  relations  for  the  Christian  Life 
to  exercise  their.reproductive  Commission, 
rights,  abortion  rights  advocates  Medicaid  paid  for  about  300,000 
said-  abortions  a  year  prior  to  the  Hyde 

News  of  Clinton’s  intention  to  Amendment’s  adoption.  In  1990, 
keep  a  campaign  promise  to  only  69  abortions  were  paid  for  by 
rescind  the  Hyde  Amendment  Medicaid  under  the  Hyde  guide- 
came  a  week  before  his  budget  lines. 

was  to  be  submitted  the  first  full  “It’s  bad  enough  for  abortion  to 
week  of  April.  The  White  House  be  legal  in  the  first  place,”  the 
confirmed  March  30  the  Hyde  CLC’s  Smith  said.  ^However, 
Amendment  would  not  be  includ-  forcing  pro-life  Americans  to  pay 
ed  in  the  budget.  for  this  reprehensible  practice 

“President  Clinton  has  once  with  their  taxes  is  unconscionable, 
more  demonstrated  his  commit-  Thomas  Jefferson  called  this  type 
ment  to  choice  and  the  dignity  of  of  policy  sinful  and  tyrannical, 
women  by  calling  for  an  end  to  “I’m  still  waiting  for  this  presi- 
the  callous  and  discriminatory  dent  to  say  no  to  the  abortion 
government  policies  that  deny  the  lobby.  He  hasn’t  said  no  yet,  and 
right  to  choose  abortion  to  low-  he  doesn’t  show  any  signs  of 
income  women,  particularly  doing  so  in  the  future.” 


A  Son  Rise  Service  will  be 
held  at  Pleasant  Ridge  Church, 
Sturgis,  on  April  11  at  6:30  a.m. 
Other  activities  include  break¬ 
fast  in  fellowship  hall  and  Sun¬ 
day  School.  Larry  Haggard  is 
pastor. 

The  celebration  choir  of 
Castlewoods  Church,  Brandon, 
will  present  the  Easter  musical 
“I  Am”  oh  Saturday,  April  10  at 
7  p.m.  and  Sunday,  April  11  at 
11  a.m.  The  musical  will  be 
directed  by  A1  Carden,  minister 
of  music.  Larry  McDonald  is 
pastor. 

The  annual  production  of 
“The  Living  Last  Supper”  will 
be  presented  at  Clarksdale 
Church,  Clarksdale,  on  April  8 
and  9  at  7  p.m.  Hugh  Pluckett  is 
minister  of  music.  Carl  M. 
White  is  pastor. 


Medical  Center  schedules 
Holy  Week  Easter  programs 


Scotland  Church,  Winona,  held  its  first  GA/Acteens  recognition  service 
last  fall.  The  theme  was  "Pilgrimage  of  Praise."  GAs,  (top  picture),  back 
row,  from  left,  are  Alisa  Kirk,  Amy  Pearson,  Jennifer  Worsham,  Lacey 
Branch,  Laura  Carpenter;  front  row,  Jodie  Kirk,  Alison  Thompson,  Jessica 
Worsham,  and  Ashley  Miller.  Lisa  Branch  is  GA  leader.  Acteens  (pictured 
at  bottom)  from  left,  are  Ruth  Oliver,  Beth  Waller,  and  Beth  McCorkle.  The 
Acteens  leader  is  Tammie  Worsham.  Mark  Worsham  is  pastor. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Each  service  will  have  a  dif- 
Center  will  host  special  Easter  ferent  speaker,  including  Bill 
programs  during  Holy  Week  Fuller  of  Woodland  Hills 
(April  5-9).  Church,  Jackson;  James  Street  of 

Chaplains  is  presenting  a  30-  Calvary  Church,  Jackson;  Carl 
minute  program  in  the  medical  Prewitt  of  First  Church,  Byram; 
center’s  chapel  at  noon  each  day  David  Merritt  of  Briarwood 
through  Thursday,  April  8.  Drive  Church,  Jackson;  Bill  Hurt 

On  Good  Friday,  April  9,  guest  of  First  Church,  Canton;  S.M. 
speakers  from  local  churches  Henriques  Jr.  of  Hillcrest 
will  deliver  a  message  on  “The  Church,  Jackson;  and  Steve  Jor- 
Seven  Last  Sayings  of  Jesus”  in  dan  of  Pocahontas  Church,  Poca- 
Busey  Auditorium  on  the  lower  hontas. 

level  of  the  medical  center.  Thir-  The  public  is  invited.  For  more 
ty-minute  services  will  start  on  information,  call  the  medical 
the  hour,  beginning  at  9  a.m.  and  center’s  Pastoral  Care  depart- 
concluding  at  3  p.m.  ment  at  (601)  968-5 146. 


Noxapater  (Winston):  April  1 1- 
14;  Sunday,  regular  times;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Paul  Blanchard, 
director  of  missions  for  Winston 
Association,  evangelist;  William 
Smith,  Noxapater,  music;  Wayne 
Sanders,  pastor. 

First,  Yazoo  City:  “A  Family 
Reunion”  April  11-14;  Sunday,  11 
a  m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed,  7  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  R.  David  Raddin,  pas¬ 
tor,  First,  Yazoo  City,  evangelist; 
R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest,  Yazoo  City, 
music. 


Springdale  (Tippah):  April  14- 
18;  services,  7  nightly;  John 
Bomar,  pastor,  Brookside,  Mem¬ 
phis,  evangelist;  Shawn  Davis, 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Union  County, 
music;  New  Dimension,  Blue 
Mountain  College,  Pleasant  Ridge 
Trio,  special  music;  Maurice 
Pinkston,  pastor. 


Arbor  Grove  Church,  Houston,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  hon¬ 
oring  its  GAs.  This  year  they  took  a  trip  to  Camp  Garaywa  with  a  program 
entitled  "Love  as  God  Loves."  Pictured,  back  row,  from  left,  are  Kermit 
Brann,  interim  pastor,  Scotty  Gann,  GA  helper,  Kristie  Holloway;  front 
row;  Laci  Carol  Woods,  Serena  Ganp,  Misty  Whitt,  Mellisa  Roberts,  Kayla 
Holloway,  Martha  Whitt,  GA  director,  and  Jackie  Verell,  WMU  director. 


April  23-24, 1993 
Calvary  Baptist 
Church 
Jackson,  Mississippi 
Call  (601)  968-3800, 
ext.  3854 
for  registration  information 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Workshops  on; 

Producing  a  Worship  Service 
Ideas  and  Solutions 
Basic  Audio  in  the  Church 
Basic  Radio  in  the  Church 


Oral,  Sumrail:  March  21-24 
George  G.  Aullman,  Hatties 
burg,  evangelist;  Brad  Griffin 
Petal,  music;  Thomas  J 
McCormick,  pastor;  one  profes¬ 
sion  of  faith,  10  rededications 
and  seven  by  letter. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Miss.  BSU  elects  1993  officer  slate; 
summer  missionaries  commissioned 

By  William  Perkins  Jr. 


Walnut  Grove  Church,  Walnut 
Grove,  ordained  its  new  pastor, 
John  H.  Pace  Jr.,  to  the  ministry 
on  Feb.  28.  John  H.  Pace  Sr., 
father  of  the  ordination  candidate, 
preached  the  ordination  sermon. 
He  is  a  member  of  Reeds  Church, 
Lexington,  N.C. 


lication,  Black  Baptists  in  Missis¬ 
sippi:  A.  Historical  Perspective. 
Richard  Brogan,  consultant  for 
black  church  relations.  Coopera¬ 
tive  Missions  Department,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
presented  the  certificate  to 
Williams.  The  publication,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Brogan,  helps  to  span  the 
Donald  Riley,  a  member  of  informational  gap  about  the  work 
Bunker  Hill  Church  in  Marion 
County,  is  available  for  pastorate, 
interim,  supply,  and  revivals.  He 
received  his  education  at  Clarke 
College  and  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege.  He  has  pastored  churches  in 
Webster,  Choctaw,  Scott,  Attala, 

Holmes,  and  Covington  counties. 

Riley  may  be  reached  at  513  Riley 
Road,  Columbia,  MS  39429,  or 
call  736-6535. 


More  than  500  Baptist  Student 
Union  (BSU)  members  from  cam¬ 
puses  across  Mississippi  gathered 
March  26-28  for  the  Leadership 
Training  Conference  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  in  Pass  Christ¬ 
ian. 

The  students  elected  statewide 
officers  and  commissioned  67  stu¬ 
dents  who  will  serve  as  1993  sum¬ 


mer  missionar- 


Wilbur  Wallace  Swartz,  pro¬ 
fessor  emeritus  of  preaching,  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  the  Area  VII 
Senior  Adult  Rally  to  be  held  at 
Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  on  April 
John  Williams,  pastor  of  Durant  15.  Registration  will  begin  at  9:30 
Church,  Durant,  was  given  a  cer-  a.m.  Swartz  joined  the  seminary 
tificate  of  merit  for  his  recent  pub-  faculty  in  1951  and  retired  in  1980. 

BWA’s  Lotz  warns  against 
individualistic  strategy 

BERLIN  (BP)  —  “When  inde-  across  the  board  as  to  how  we  as 
pendent  type  thinking  comes  not  Baptists  do  missions  and  under- 
only  to  Baptist  individuals,  but  to  stand  the  church, 
each  level  of  Baptist  unity,  lack  of  “While  every  Baptist  entity  from 

cooperation,  re-duplication  of  the  individual  to  the  international 
efforts,  and  even  conflict  occurs,”  level  has  the  responsibility  and 
said  Denton  Lotz,  Baptist  World  right  to  do  mission  and  evange- 
Alliance  general  secretary.  lism,”  Lotz  said,  “certain  princi- 

Lotz  spoke  on  the  need  for  coop-  pies  of  cooperation  have  devel- 
eration  and  partnership  among  oped  over  the  years  which  have 
Baptists,  and  of  the  implications  of  led  Baptists  to  agree  that  coopera- 
an  individualistic  mission  tive  efforts  are  best  suited  for  truly 
approach  for  Baptists,  at  a  March  reaching  the  whole  community, 
25-28  church  growth  conference  nation  and  world.” 
sponsored  by  the  Union  of  Evan-  “However,”  Lotz  said,  “you  can- 
gelical  Free  Churches  in  Germany,  not  force  any  Baptist  congregation 
“Are  we  experiencing  a  para-  to  conform  to  a  particular  way  of 
digm  shift  in  mission?”  Lotz  action.” 

asked.  “This  is  a  strength. ”  Lotz  said. 


Bies  in  17  states 

and  seven  for-  •  V  fi 

eign  counties. 

BSU  state 
officers  for 

1993-94  are  New-elected  BSU  leaders  and  tt 

Jamie  Justice  of  from  left)  Chris  Towles,  vice-presii 
Eupora,  Missis-  Jeff  Powell,  director-advisor,  Hind 
sippi  College  (front  row,  from  left)  Kim  Prime,  ext 
junior,  presi-  Community  ColleQC,  Kathryn  Clayto 
dent;  Chris  sitV; Jamie  Justice,  president,  Missit 
Towles  of  Gulf-  tive  committee  member,  Delta  Statt 
port.  Gulf  Coast  trve^commjttee  member,  Blue  Mou 

T  .  College/Jeff  their  parents  heard  Jerry  Merriman, 

Davis  Campus  director  of  die  Student  Work  depait- 
sophomore,  ment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
vice-president;  Kathryn  Clayton  of  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  issue  a 
Clinton,  Mississippi  State  Univer-  four-part  challenge  to  them  during 
sity  junior,  secretary;  Becky  the  special  commissioning  oeremo- 
Courtney  of  Crystal  Springs,  Delta  ny  on  the  evening  of  March  27. 

State  University  senior,  executive  “We  cannot  lift  the  world  if  we 
committee  member,  Jake  Roud-  are  not  higher  than  the  world.  We 
kovski  of  Ecru,  Blue  Mountain  cannot  move  the  world  if  we  are 
College  junior,  executive  commit-  moved  around  by  the  world.  We 
tee  member;  Kim  Prime  of  Gauti-  cannot  sweeten  the  world  if  we  are 
er.  Gulf  Coast  Community  Col-  not  sweeter  than  the  world,  and  we 
lege/Jackson  County  campus  cannot  light  the  world  if  there  is 
freshman,  executive  committee  the  darkness  of  sin  in  our  own 
member;  Daniel  Browning,  assis-  lives,”  he  said, 
tant  professor  of  religion  at  Student  summer  missionaries 
William  Carey  College  in  Hatties-  usually  serve  an  8-10  week  term 
burg,  faculty  advisor;  James  on  their  assigned  fields.  They 
Lewis,  pastor  of  15th  Avenue  receive  an  expense  allowance 
Church  in  Meridian,  pastor  advi-  while  on  the  field,  along  with  an 
sor;  and  Jeff  Powell,  BSU  director  honorarium  upon  completing  their 
at  Hinds  Community  College,  summer  mission  term  of  service, 
director  advisor.  The  students  were  also  addressed 

The  summer  missionaries  and  bv  Morris  Baker,  minister  to  stu- 


M^owell  Road  B.C, 

1020  M^weU  Rd. 
Jackson, -MS  39204 
foj  free  ticket  information 
call  372-1594 


and  attended  Mid-America  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Memphis.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  New  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Myrtle. 


pastor  effective  New  Palestine 
April  25.  A  Church,  Pic- 
native  of  Hum-  ayune,  has  called  || 

boldt,  Tenn.,  he  Grover  Glenn 
previously  III  as  pastor  J  *9  wW 
served  at  Rey-  effective  March  i  ^ 
noldsburg  16.  A  native  of 
Church,  Greenville,  he  a 
Reynoldsburg,  received  his  edu- 
Ohio.  Sims  re-  cation  at  Missis- 
ceived  his  doc-  sippi  College  Glenn 
toral  degree  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary.  His  previous  place  Ark.  Bricke 
of  service  was  Arkedelphia  Church,  received  his  edu 
Bailey. 


1 2  and  1 5  Passenger  Vans  & 
'  Mini-Vans  Available 

We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 


Holy  Land 

Leave  May  31, 1993 


cation  at  Stetson 
University, 

Deland,  Ha.  arid  „  .  , 
Southwestern  Bncker 
Seminary. 


Thrasher 
Church,  Boone- 
ville,  has  called 
Charles  E. 

Smith  Jr.  as  James  Welch  of  Jackson  has 
pastor.  He  is  a  been  called  as  pastor  by  Sherman 
native  of  Dun-  Church,  Lee  County.  He  previous- 
can,  a  graduate  ly  served  Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson, 
of  Mississippi  Tenn.  Welch  will  move  to  his  new 
State  University,  position  around  the  middle  of  April. 


J  Days  la  Israsl —ff 1,608  Basle) 
Options:  Greece  ($348).  Egypt  ($908) 


Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 

1-800-748-8681 


Contact  Jorry  Vardaman, 
Boxl, 

Mississippi  State.  MS  39762 
(601)  323-9198 


(601)684-2900 


Smith 


W'  i\  \JrU  t  €< 


In  the  wake  of  Spurgeon’s 
“retirement  in  protest”  announce¬ 
ment  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  two  staff  members  who 
plan  to  stay  are  offering  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  perspective. 

Alan  Compton,  a  missionary  for 
23  years  and  board  vice  president 
for  communications  since  1988, 
sent  a  memorandum  April  2  to 
interim  president  Don  Kammerdi- 
ener,  copying  trustees,  other  high- 
level  administrators,  communica¬ 
tions  staffers,  and  Baptist  Press.  In 
it,  he  said  his  own  daily  decision 
to  continue  serving  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  is  a  “matter  of 
integrity”  based  on  “my  call  and 
commitment  to  Christ  and  his  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  world,”  family  mem- 


cal  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon, 

Switzerland;  their  refusal  to  affirm 
Parks^Jeadership  through  1995; 
and  the  turning  of  a  February  1993 
dialogue  with  Woman’s  Mission- 
again  to  3,893.  The  total  includes  ary  Union  leaders  into  a  “tense 
career  and  associate  missionaries  confrontation.” 
and  International  Service  Corps  He  pointed  out  that  Woman’s 
workers  and  journeymen  serving  Missionary  Union  had  helped  the 
overseas  for  two  years.  Foreign  Mission  Board  raise  more 

Kammerdiener  said  he  agreed  than  $1  billion  for  missions  in  the 
with  Spurgeon’s  assessment  that  auxiliary’s  105-year  history.  “If 
the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  mission-  the  board  had  acted  in  the  interest 
ary  goal  is  a  “casualty”  of  the  of  our  missionaries  and  world 
denomination’s  political  struggles,  evangelization,  they  would  have 
However,  he  added,  “I  would  not  strongly  commended  the  WMU 
focus  on  one  side  of  the  controver-  for  their  tireless  and  sacrificial 
sy.  I  think  war  is  caused  by  two  efforts  on  behalf  of  missions  and 
sides  who  agree  that  they  are  sought  ways  of  continued  coopera¬ 
going  to  battle.  There  is  no  ques-  tion,”  he  said, 
tion  in  my  mind  that  the  intent  of  Spurgeon  further  charged  that  bers,  and  almost  3,900  missionar- 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  and  the  spiri-  trustees  had  violated  Foreign  Mis-  ies. 
tual  vitality  of  what  we’ve  been  sion  Board  policy  by  bringing  in  _ 

doing  has  been  drained  off  by  their  own  candidates  for  board-  associate  vice  president  for  mis 
excessive  energy  going  into  the  elected  staff  positions.  Current  sion 

controversy  and  to  fighting  the  personnel  policy  says  trustee  com-  _ 

wrong  enemy.  But  I  would  dis-  mittees  are  to  select  such  staff  of  our  administrative  staff  remains 
agree  with  those  who  think  it’s  based  on  recommendations  by  the  firm”  in  commitment  to  missions 
one-sided.”  president.  and  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Spurgeon,  in  his  letter,  also  He  also  cited  the  trustees’  rec-  Bryant,  a  missionary  to  Brazil  for 
voiced  grief  over  “the  losses  we  ommendation  that  a  consulting  14  years  and  area  director  for  East- 
have  suffered  because  of  the  firm  begin  a  study  on  the  effec-  em  South  America  for  a  decade, 
trustees’  preoccupation  with  being  tiveness  of  the  agency’s  organiza-  now  supervises  missionary  health 
politically  correct....  We  have  lost  tion  before  a  new  president  is  in  and  services,  volunteers  and  mis- 
heart,  causing  this  great  agency  to  place.  The  study  would  likely  be  sionary  orientation,  and  develop- 
move  at  a  snail’s  pace.”  conducted  by  a  secular  firm  with  ment. 

He  wrote  that  he  felt  in  danger  of  little  knowledge  of  the  board’s  The  statements  came  two  days 
losing  his  integrity  if  he  stayed  at  purpose  at  a  cost  of  “hundreds  of  after  the  announcement  by  Spur- 
thc  board  under  current  circum-  thousands  of  dollars,”  Spurgeon  geon,  board  vice  president  for  mis- 
stances.  He  said  he  prayed  that  “by  noted,  charging  the  study  “appears  sion  personnel,  that  he  will  retire 
God’s  sovereign  grace  this  board  to  have  little  to  do  with  missions.”  early, 
will  soon  return  to  its  only  agenda, 
that  of  seeking  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  everyone 
in  the  world  who  has  never  heard. 

I  no  longer  see  how  this  can  hap¬ 
pen  in  my  lifetime.” 

Spurgeon’s  letter  cited  several 
examples  of  trustee  decisions  he 
felt  were  politically  motivated. 

These  included  the  trustees’  Octo¬ 
ber  1991  action  to  cancel  funding 
promised  to  the  Baptist  Theologi- 


SPURGEON 

From  page  3 


Parks  speaks  to  CBF 


emphatically  declared,  “we  are  Southern  Baptists  and  we  need  an  alter¬ 
nate  giving  channel.”  The  Lord  is  moving  among  Southern  Baptists,  and 
The  same  day,  Tburmon  Bryant,  CBF  is  “getting  back  to  who  we  are."  Declaring  that  “God  led  me”  to 

accept  the  CBF  position,  Parks  outlined  the  growth  for  the  group.  About 
personnel,  wrote  Kammerdi-  two  churches  per  day  are  being  added  to  the  CBF  giving  record.  Now 
ener  that  he  felt  “the  vasunajority  i  ,016  churches  are  giving  to  support  20  missionaries.  “We  are  not  trying 

to  recruit  veteran  missionaries  tnough  we  do  try  to  respond  when  they 
call  or  write.”  He  indicated  that  about  150  FMB  missionaries  had  made 
inquiries  to  CBF.  Parks  said  the  CBF  1992  budget  was  $7.2  million,  with 
up  to  77%  of  that  amount  divided  among  SBC  causes.  “Up  to  one-fourth 
of  the  world  live  isolated  from  the  gospel,”  Parks  said.  “We  are  mapping 
the  world  according  to  ethnic  and  language  groups  and  missionaries 
could  well  be  appointed  to  Turks,  Czechs,  or  Slovaks  wherever  they  live.” 
About  120  people  attended  the  informal  meeting.  A  number  of  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  had  worked  with  Parks  were  present.  —  GH 


BAPTISTRIES  1 

IROCHUREI^y’  HEATERS,  rVJHPS 
■  ■  FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOU.  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
^■<4/  1-SO0-ZS1-O679 

FBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  374151 


NEW  *  USED  (800)  366-1716 


North  Carolina  hosts  first 
state  Fellowship  meeting 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising.  Include  name,  address,  z|p  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  court. 
No  blind  ads. 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  (ABP)  Fellowship  organization  —  Coor- 
—  About  1,000  Baptists  in  North  dinator  Cecil  Sherman,  Missions 
Carolina  attended  the  first  meet-  Coordinator  Keith  Parks,  and 
ing  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Moderator-elect  Hardy  Clemons. 
Fellowship  in  the  state  and  laid  As  of  March,  181  Baptist  church- 
plans  for  what  could  become  a  es  in  North  Carolina  are  con- 
statewide  Fellowship  chapter.  The  tributing  funds  through  the 
two-day  meeting,  held  at  First  national  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel- 
Church  of  Greensboro,  featured  lowship  —  more  than  in  any  other 
three  speakers  from  the  national  state. 


BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all  meals  ALL  INCLUDED!  Call  (501) 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318)  253-8418  today! 

939-2239. 

SAVE!  HOUSTON  SBC  Conven- 
EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  PEWS  tion  arrangements.  Discount  air- 
for  sale.  Light  oak  stain  with  red  fares,  convenient,  cost-saving 
padded  seat.  Harmony  Church,  hotel/shuttle  packages.  Five- 
New  Albany.  (601 )  534-5585.  hotels  choice.  CHRISTIAN  TRAV¬ 

ELERS:  1-800-972-8952. 

FRIENDSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Grenada,  is  seeking  a  full-time  FOR  SALE:  18  high  quality  used 
music  and  youth  staff  person,  pew  cushions.  Blue-green.  Mt. 
Resumes  should  be  sent  to,  Pisgah  Baptist  Church,  Sandhill, 
Friendship  Baptist  Church,  Search  MS  391 61 .  Call  (601 )  829-2934. 
Committee,  476  Pearidge  Road,  * 

Grenada.  MS  38901,  phone  (801)  CEDAR  HILLS  BAPTIST 
226-4658.  Pastor  is  Rev.  Guy  CHURCH  in  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
Hughes.  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 

music/youth.  Interviews  will  be 
CHURCH  ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  conducted  at  New  Orleans  Semi- 
Allen  TC-1,  excellent  condition,  anry,  Frost  Building  #204J  April 
(601)948-1875.  15.  Contact  (904)  771-1145  to 

schedule  interviews  or  for  more 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  information. 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 

free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons  THE  COMMUNITY  BAPTIST 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian.  CHURCH  in  Columbus.  Miss.,  is 
Miss.  38901.  Since  1899.  Phone  presently  looking  for  a  part  time 
(601)  693-4451.  minister  of  music  and  youth.  Any 

individual  who  is  interested 
SAVE!  FOR  $29  see  the  Great  should  mail  a  resume  to:  Commu- 
Passion  Play  &  stay  at  Keller's  nity  Baptist  Church.  Search  Corn- 
Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  mittee  Chairman,  2490  York  villa 
(12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs.  Road  East.  Columbus.  MS  39702 
Ark.  Lodging  (now  with  more  or  they  may  call  327-5306  or  328- 
showers!).  $10.50  Tickets,  and  2105. 


MBMC  offers 
April  classes 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center  will  offer  the  following 
classes  during  the  month  of  April: 
Monthly  Arthritis  Seminar/lun¬ 
cheon,  April  12,  noon:  open  house 
at  Diabetes  Learning  Center,  April 
13,  4-6  p.m.;  “Nutrition  InfoLine” 
session,  April  15,  noon-5:30  p.m.; 
H.O.P.E.  support  group,  April  15, 

6  p.m.;  self  breast  exam  class, 
April  15,  6  p.m.;  Super  Sitters,  for 
baby  sitters  ages  11  to  15,  April 
17,  9  a. m. -noon;  Asthma-non, 
April  19,  6:30  p.m.;  Diabetes  lec¬ 
ture,  “Foot  Care/Foot  Wear,"  April 
20,  7  p.m.;  glucose  testing  on 
April  fl,  10  a.m.-5:30  p.m.;  Liv¬ 
ing  Thru  Cancer,  April  13  and  27, 

7  p.m.;  adult  swimming  lessons; 
six-week  course  for  “Arthritis 
Self-Help  Course"  held  each  Tues¬ 
day  at  1  and  6  p.m.  For  additional 
information,  call  Laura  Jones  at 
968-5135. 


Mississippi’s  Most  Preferred 
Tour  Operator 


TWO  GREAT  TOURS 

Escorted  by  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Biller  B.  Saunders 

England  &  British  Isles  ($2599) 

(Only  6  spaces  left) 

June  24-July  8,  1993 
Holy  Land  &  Rome  ($1999) 

(Only  4  spaces  left) 

May  Ml,  1993 

For  more  information  contact 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fufter  B.  Jackson  Tour  &  Travsl,  Inc 

Saunders  1801  Crane  Ridge  Drive 

5731  Pepper  Ridge  Road  Jackson.  MS  39216 

Jackson.  MS  3921 1  OR  P.O  Box  16310 

(601)957-2670  (601)  981-8415  OR 

(800)  873-8572 
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that  spread  the  gospel  across  the  known  world  within  a 
few  years.  We  have  the  New  Testament  We  have  2000 
years  of  Christian  history.  Why  is  it  that  so  many  still  find 
it  difficult  to  believe? 

Mary’s  discovery  of  the  Lord  (w.  11-18).  Mary,  her 
eyes  brimming  with  tears  and  her  mind  numbed  with  grief, 
did  not  recognize  Jesus.  She  had  not  imagined  the  tragedy 
could  get  any  worse,  but  now  it  had.  It  had  been  com¬ 
pounded  by  someone  stealing  the  body  of  Jesus.  Hnally 
Jesus  said  the  one  word  that  turned  her  grief  to  joy, 
“Mary."  She  went  to  the  disciples  with  a  very  simple  mes¬ 
sage:  “1  have  seen  the  Lord.” 

Many  times  our  problems  can  blind  us  to  the  auwer  to 
those  problems.  Yet  Jesus  oontumes  patiently  to  offer  his 
answer  of  hope.  Let  us  do  like  Mary  and  hfce  our  eyes  off 
the  problem  and  place  them  on  the  answer.  It  is  then  th* 
we  will  be  able  to  report  to  aO  we  encoumer  that  “I  have 
seen  the  Lord.” 

Two  years  ago  I  learned  what  Easter  to  my  seven 
year  old  daughter.  She  and  I  were  discussing  her  Sunday 
School  lesson  for  Easter.  She  was  telling  me  about  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  exclaimed,  “This  is  my  favorite  Bible  story.” 
Somewhat  surprised  I  asked  why.  She  informed  me  that  it 
just  was.  Then  I  said,  “But  it  tells  about  Jesus  suffering  nd 
dying  on  the  cross.  Why  is  that  your  favorite  Bible  story?" 
She  explained.  “Because  it  dtows  me  how  much  God  loves 
me.”  I  can  add  nothing  to  that. 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 
Matthew  28 


By  Chuck  Pourdau 
John  20:1-18 


The  most  difficult  task  of  my  ministry,  thus  far,  has  been 
to  tell  a  young  girl  her  father  had  been  killed  in  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident.  The  mother,  fearful  of  how  the  child  would 
handle  it,  requested  my  assistance.  The  little  girl,  bright- 
eyed  and  smiling,  walked  into  my  office.  I  revealed  what 
happened  and  delicately  tried  to  explain  she  would  never 
again  see  her  father  on  this  earth. 

There  is  no  way  to  prepare  someone  for  such  a  moment. 
Death,  of  any  kind,  leaves  us  in  shock  and  confusion.  It  was 
no  different  for  her.  She  left  no  longer  smiling  and  her  eyes 
lost  their  sparkle.  I  hate  death  and  I’m  glad  God  does,  too. 

The  angel’s  announcement  to  the  women  (28:1-8).  It 
was  the  end  of  the  sabbath.  The  light  of  the  new  day  could 
not  shine  through  the  dark  cloud  of  grief  in  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene’s  heart.  On  her  way  to  visit  the  tomb,  thoughts  of  Jesus 
filled  her  mind.  She  first  met  him  when  Jesus  cast  seven 
demons  from  her  (Luke  8:2).  Her  gratefulness  became  evi¬ 
dent  by  her  devotion.  She  participated  in  his  itinerate  mis¬ 
sion  in  Galilee  and  contributed  to  the  mission  (Luke  8:1-3; 
Mark  15:40-41).  She  was  present  at  the  crucifixion  and 
watched  Jesus  draw  his  last  breath  (Mark  15:40;  John 
19:25).  She  had  now  come  to  the  tomb  to  anoint  Jesus’ 
body  (Mark  16:1;  Luke  23:550-  She  was  shocked  by  the 
sting  of  death  but  was  about  to  receive  news  which  would 
change,  forever,  man’s  view  of  death. 

On  that  morning,  God  sent  an  earthshaking  announce¬ 
ment  by  an  angel  of  the  Lord  seated  upon  the  stone  which 
once  covered  the  tomb,  “He  is  not  here!  He  has  risen!  Just 
as  he  said!"  The  revelation  should  have  come  as  no  sur¬ 
prise.  Several  times,  during  his  ministry  Jesus  predicted  his 
resurrection  (Matt.  12:40;  16:21;  17:23;  20:19).  Yet  (as 
today)  people  refused  to  believe  such  wonderful  news: 

Death  can  be  overcome!  The  angel  then  commissioned 
Mary  and  the  “other"  Mary  (the  mother  of  James  the 
Younger)  “to  tell  his  disciples.”  When  confronted  with  the 
truth  of  the  resurrection  we  are  compelled  to  share  it  with 
others. 

Jesus’  appearance  to  the  women  (28:9-10).  As  the 
women  hurried  away  from  the  tomb,  “afraid  yet  filled  with 

E,"  Jesus  met  them.  “Greetings,”  he  said  and  they  clasped 
feet  to  worship  him.  Then  Jesus  said  to  them,  “Do  not 
be  afraid”  (v.  10).  We  have  nothing  to  fear  when  we  wor¬ 
ship  the  risen  Lord  Jesus.  Our  greatest  fear,  death,  has  been 
overcome  by  him.  We  need  to  let  him  eliminate  our  fear  of 
the  unknown  and  unexpected  in  our  lives.  Our  courage  will 
then  lead  us  to  proclaim  the  good  news  to  others. 

Then  Jesus  said,  “Go  and  tell  my  brothers  to  go  to 
Galilee;  there  they  will  see  me.”  And  one  day  we  will  see 
him  too.  “Beloved,  we  are  God’s  children  now;  it  does  not 
yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,  but  we  know  that  when  he 
appears  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  dull  see  him  as  be  is” 

(1  Jota3:2). 

Jesus’  commission  to  the  disciples  (28:16-20).  An 
unspecified  amount  of  time  elapsed  between  28:10  and 
28:16.  The  eleven  disciples  are  now  gathered  on  a  moun¬ 
tain  where  Jesus  told  them  to  go.  Jesus  appeared  to  them. 
Some  worshipped.  Some  doubted.  He  said,  “All  authority 
in  heaven  and  on  earth  has  been  given  to  me.”  There  are 
some  who  believe  Satan  is  in  control  of  the  evth.  Not  so! 

He  could  not  keep  Jesus  in  the  belly  of  the  earth  because 
Jesus  holds  the  keys  to  death,  hell,  and  the  grave.  He  is  m 
control!  Because  of  this  authority,  we  can  go  and  make 
other  disciples  because  we  know  whatever  we  do  the  gates 

of  hell  will  not  prevail  against  us.  The  risen  Jesus  is  watch¬ 
ing  over  his  church! 

Richard  Vinson  tells  about  his  first  year  in  seminary:  “I 
was  taking  a  course  called  ‘The  Resurrection  Narratives,' 
in  which  we  studied  all  those  stories.  We  read  scholarly 
books  and  essays  about  what  we  could  prove  and  what  we 
should  believe.  Then  one  day  our  professor  came  in  rather 
shaken  He  had  played  tennis  the  afternoon  before  with  a 
friend  of  his  who  had  a  heart  attack  in  the  middle  of  their 
game  and  subsequently  died  at  the  hospital.  ‘Brothers  and 
niters,’  he  said  to  us.  after  aO  the  arguments  and  debates 
are  over,  1  believe  in  the  resurrection  because  without  it. 
life  makes  no  seme  ’” 

is  pastor,  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 


Easter  means  different  things  to  different  people.  In  my 
early  childhood  it  meant  family,  Easter  baskets,  Easter  egg 
hunts,  bright  sunshine,  and  those  disgusting  new  dress 
clothes  Mom  always  made  us  wear.  Yet  it  was  the  Easter  of 
1971  that  took  on  an  entirely  new  meaning  for  me,  for  that 
was  my  first  Easter  as  a  child  of  God.  I  had  seen  the  Lord. 
That  Easter  brought  both  sadness  and  gladness.  I  was  sad 
because  of  the  pain  that  Jesus  had  to  suffer  because  of  me.  I 
was  glad  that  he  was  willing  to  suffer  that  pain  and  then 
defeat  death.  What  did  the  first  Easter  mean  to  the  three 
people  in  this  account? 

Mary’s  discovery  of  the  empty  tomb  (w.  1-2).  The 
arrest  and  crucifixion  of  Jesus  had  caused  many  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  to  turn  on  him  and  others  to  go  into  hiding,  but  not 
Mary  Magadalene.  At  the  first  opportunity  after  the  Sab¬ 
bath  she  went  to  the  tomb.  Her  disappointment  did  not  alter* 
her  commitment.  One  would  expect  that  the  empty  tomb  of 
the  Lord  would  be  discovered  by  the  leading  disciple,  the 
high  priest,  or  some  other  important  figure.  Yet  it  was  a 
formerly  demon-possessed  woman  who  John  records  dis¬ 
covering  the  empty  tomb. 

We  can  learn  a  lesson  from  Mary’s  continued  commit¬ 
ment  even  during  devastating  disappointment.  She  did  not 
yet  understand  that  Jesus  would  rise  again,  but  she  never¬ 
theless  was  not  ashamed  to  admit  that  she  loved  him. 
Christians  often  must  face  personal  devastation  in  life.  It  is 
then  that  one’s  commitment  to  Jesus  is  put  to  the  test. 

Being  able  to  remain  committed  during  personal  devasta¬ 
tion  and  grief  is  helpful  both  to  ourselves  and  to  our  wit¬ 
ness. 

The  fact  that  Mary  played  such  an  important  role  in  that 
first  Easter  shows  that  God’s  family  and  work  are  intended 
for  all  types  of  people. ‘A  person’s  past  will  never  disquali¬ 
fy  him  from  being  greatly  used  by  God  in  the  future. 

The  disciples’  inspection  of  the  tomb  (w.  3-10).  Peter 
and  the  beloved  disciple  rushed  to  the  tomb.  The  beloved 
disciple  stopped  at  the  entrance  of  the  tomb  and  looked  in. 
Peter  ran  on  by  him  to  get  a  closer  look  at  where  the  body 
of  Jesus  had  been.  I  want  to  examine  two  important  aspects 
of  this  account.  First,  the  burial  clothes  were  lying  neatly  in 
the  tomb.  This  fact  was  an  emphasis  on  the  fact  that  Jesus 
has  risen  in  a  spiritual  body  and  was  no  longer  bound  by 
the  natural  order.  Second,  after  seeing  the  empty  tomb,  the 
beloved  disciple  grasped  its  significance  and  believed  in 
the  risen  Christ  to  which  it  pointed. 

.  The  empty  tomb  was  the  first  piece  of  evidence  to  point 
to  the  fact  that  we  serve  a  risen  Savior.  The  beloved  disci¬ 
ple  displayed  tremendous  faith  when  he  believed  on  the 
basis  of  that  alone.  We  know  of  the  post  resurrection 


Uniform  Bible  Book 

I  have  seen  the  Lord  J esus  has  risen 


Life  and  Work 

The  risen  Lord’s  command 


By  Laura  Russell 
Luke  24:  36-39,  45-47; 
Acts  1:3,  6-8 


The  resurrection  of  Jesus  from  the  dead  is  the  central  fact 
of  Chnstian  history.  On  it,  the  church  is  built;  without  it 
there  would  be  no  Christian  church  today.  Jesus’  resurrec¬ 
tion  is  unique.  Other  religions  have  strong  ethical  systems, 
concepts  about  paradise,  and  various  holy  scriptures.  Only 
Christianity  has  a  God  who  became  man,  literally  died  for 
his  people,  and  was  raised  again  in  power  and  glory  to  rule 
his  church  forever. 

The  risen  Lord  appears  to  his  disciples  (Luke  24:36- 
39).  The  risen  Christ  seemed  to  have  the  ability  to  appear 
and  disappear  at  will.  His  resurrected  body  possessed  pow¬ 
ers  that  transcended  the  laws  of  ordinary  matter.  Jesus’ 
body  wasn’t  just  a  restored  human  body  like  Lazarus’  body 
(John  1 1)  because  he  could  appear  and  disappear.  Jesus’ 
resurrected  body  was  even  more  real  than  before;  it  was 
now  immortal. 

Obviously,  the  disciples  were  not  expecting  Jesus,  there¬ 
fore  they  were  terrified.  Jesus  spoke  to  them  about  their 
unbelief.  The  scars  that  he  carried  indicated  his  identity 
with  the  man  they  had  seen  crucified. 

Jesus  teaches  them  about  his  ministry  and  theirs 
(Luke  24:45-47;  Acts  1:3).  This  appearance  of  Jesus  was 
not  his  last,  but  it  is  the  last  Luke  records  before  the  ascen¬ 
sion.  He  uses  it  to  bring  out  the  message  that  Jesus  expect¬ 
ed  his  disciples  to  deliver  to  the  world.  Luke  wanted  every¬ 
one  to  know  that  Christ’s  message  of  God’s  love  and  for¬ 
giveness  should  go  to  all  the  world. 

The  book  of  Acts  continues  the  story  Luke  began  in  his 
gospel.  He  says  that  the  disciples  were  eyewitnesses  to  all 
that  had  happened  to  Jesus  Christ  —  his  life  before  his  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  the  40  days  after  his  resurrection  as  he  taught 
them  more  about  the  kingdom  of  God.  Luke  explains  that 
with  Jesus’  coming,  the  kingdom  of  God  was  begun,  and 
believers  are  to  work  to  spread  God’s  kingdom  across  the 
world.  What  the  early  church  started,  we  must  continue. 

The  disciples  ask  about  restoring  Israel  (Acts  1:6-7). 
During  the  years  of  Jesus'  ministry  on  earth,  the  disciples 
continually  wondered  about  his  kingdom.  When  would  it 
come?  What  would  be  their  role?  In  the  traditional  view, 
the  Messiah  would  be  an  earthly  conqueror  who  would  free 
Israel  from  Rome.  But  the  kingdom  Jesus  spoke  about  was 
first  a  spiritual  kingdom  established  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  believers. 

The  kingdom  would  not  come  by  rules  of  the  calendar, 
but  through  witnessing  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  by  men 
empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Jesus  sought  to  turn  the  dis¬ 
ciples  from  national  ambition  to  world  missions. 

Jesus  clearly  defines  their  worldwide  ministry  (Acts 
1:8).  Jesus  promised  the  disciples  that  they  would  receive 
power  to  witness  after  they  received  the  Holy  Spirit.  Notice 
the  progression:  1)  they  received  the  Holy  Spirit,  2)  he  gave 
them  power,  and  3)  they  witnessed  with  extraordinary 
results.  Jesus  instructed  his  disciples  to  witness  to  people  of 
all  nations  about  him  (Matt.  28:19,  20).  But  they  were  told 
to  wait  first  for  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  verse  describes  a 
series  of  ever-widening  circles.  The  gospel  was  to  spread 
from  Jerusalem,  into  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  finally  to  the 
whole  world.  It  would  begin  with  the  devout  Jews  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  Samaria,  spread  to  the  mixed  race  in  Samaria, 
and  finally  be  offered  to  the  Gentiles  in  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth.  God’s  gospel  has  not  reached  its  final  destina¬ 
tion  if  someone  in  your  family,  your  workplace,  your 
school,  or  your  community  hasn’t  heard  about  Jesus  Christ. 
Power  from  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  limited  to  strength 
beyond  the  ordinary  —  it  involves  courage,  boldness,  con¬ 
fidence,  insight,  ability,  and  authority.  The  disciples  would 
need  all  of  these  to  fulfill  their  mission.  If  you  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ,  you  can  experience  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  your  life. 

The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  the  center  of  the  Christian 
faith.  Because  Christ  rose  from  the  dead  as  he  promised,  we 
know  that  what  he  said  is  true  —  he  is  God.  Because  he 
rose,  we  have  certainty  that  our  sins  are  forgiven.  Because 
he  rose,  he  lives  and  represents  us  to  God.  Because  he  rose 
and  defeated  death,  we  know  we  will  also  rise.  Because  he 
rose,  authority  is  given  to  the  church’s  witness  in  the  world. 
R«as*l  Is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 


ARKANSAS  BAPTIST  MODERATES  ESTABLISH  STATE 
FELLOWSHIP:  LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (ABP)  —  The  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  of  Arkansas  was  officially  established  March  5  when 
approximately  100  participants  gathered  in  Little  Rock  to  adopt  a  consti¬ 
tution  and  bylaws.  According  to  Billy  White,  who  was  elected  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  group,  “This  obviously  has  been  a  long  time  coming.  There 
have  been  little  fellowships  of  concern  about  the  entire  takeover  process 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  several  years.”  The  state  Fellow¬ 
ship  grew  out  of  a  more  informal  group  known  as  the  Arkansas  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Concerned  Southern  Baptists.  The  new  organization  will  relate 
directly  to  the  national  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship,  a  moderate 
group  formed  two  years  ago  in  response  to  ultraconservative  control  of 
the  SBC. 

SON’S  BAPTISM  IN  PARIS  LEADS  MOTHER  TO  A  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  IN  ROMANIA:  PARIS.  France  ( EBPS )  — A  son’s  baptism 
in  Paris  has  led  his  mother  to  visit  a  Baptist  church  in  Bucharest  for  the 
first  time.  For  many  years  Jeremy  Hodoroaba  broadcast  Christian  radio 
programs  into  Romania.  On  Feb.  14,  1993.  Hodoroaba  baptized  a 
Romanian  couple  in  the  Rue  de  Lille  Baptist  Church  in  Paris.  The 
woman  who  was  baptized,  Antoanela  Stan,  is  a  sculptor  and  painter;  her 
husband,  Lucian  Popescu,  is  an  engineer.  The  couple  came  to  Paris 
from  Romania  last  year  and  began  attending  the  Baptist  church  soon 
after  their  arrival.  Many  first-time  visitors  witnessed  their  baptism  in  the 
Paris  church.  Recently  Lucian  received  word  that  when  his  mother  had 
heard  of  his  baptism  she  became  curious  and  attended  a  Baptist  church 
in  Bucharest  for  the  first  time.  The  Hodoarobas,  who  continue  to  main¬ 
tain  contacts  in  Romania  and  within  the  Romanian  immigrants  in  Paris, 
have  begun  corresponding  with  Lucian’s  mother. 

SHERMAN  DENOUNCES  HOMOSEXUALITY  TO  PREEMPT 
CRITICISM  OF  FELLOWSHIP:  ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Homosexual¬ 
ity  is  a  sin,  and  homosexuals  should  be  told  God  can  change  their  orien¬ 
tation,  says  the  top  official  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship.  Cecil 
Sherman,  Fellowship  coordinator,  spelled  out  his  views  in  his  regular 
column  in  the  April  1  issue  of  the  moderate  newspaper  Baptists  Today. 
While  Christians  should  oppose  homosexuality,  Sherman  wrote,  they 
should  do  so  in  “the  Spirit  of  Jesus.”  He  predicted  the  Atlanta-based  Fel¬ 
lowship  will  not  appoint  gays  as  missionaries.  Sherman’s  column  repre¬ 
sents  the  first  time  a  Fellowship  official  has  taken  a  public  position  on 
homosexuality.  While  the  issue  has  gotten  a  lot  of  attention  among 
Southern  Baptists  in  the  past  year,  the  Fellowship,  a  group  of  moderate 
Southern  Baptists,  has  tried  to  avoid  the  controversy.  "The  Bible  teaches 
homosexuality  is  a  sin,”  Sherman  wrote,  and  gays  who  argue  otherwise 
“twist”  Scripture.  But,  Sherman  continued,  Christians  should  seek  “the 
spirit  of  Jesus”  in  dealing  with  homosexuals  and  avoid  gay  bashing.  “It 
is  the  way  of  too  many  Christian  people  to  bold  the  homosexual  up  to 
scorn,”  he  wrote.  “We  almost  take  some  strange  pleasure  in  beating  up 
on  the  gay  community.”  He  cited  Jesus’  treatment  of  the  woman  caught 
in  adultery  as  a  worthy  example  (John  8).  Jesus  identified  her  lifestyle  as 
sinful  but  still  had  compassion  for  her,  Sherman  wrote.  “We  are  conserv¬ 
ative,  Bible-believing  Baptists,"  he  said.  “But  there  is  one  difference  in 
CBF;  we  are  making  a  conscious  effort  to  catch  the  spirit  of  Christ  as  we 
deal  with  human  beings  who  fall  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  Are  we 
against  homosexuals?  Yes,  we  are  against  the  sin.  But  we  have  a  won¬ 
derful  message  for  those  people.  We  want  to  get  close  enough  to  them  to 
say  it:  God  loves  you,  sent  his  Son  to  die  for  you.  You  can  be  remade  by 
the  grace  of  God.” 

Devotional 

Afraid  of  the  dark 

By  Randy  Turner 

My  wife  Sharon  and  I  have  two  children.  We  are  continually  chal¬ 
lenged  to  model  the  correct  behavior  for  them.  We  are  also  surprised  at 
how  much  they  can  teach  us.  Most  parents  can  identify  with  how  our 
theology  is  more  clearly  defined  when  we  have  children  of  our  own.  The 
following  is  an  entry  made  in  my  journal  some  time  ago,  when  John  was 
6  and  Beth  was  3: 

“It  is  3:26  a.m.  Beth  cried  out  about  a  half  hour  ago  and  we  have  not 
been  able  to  go  back  to  sleep.  When  her  mother  went  to  see  about  her, 
she  said.  Too  dark,  Mommy,  too  dark.’  After  consoling  Beth,  Sharon 
asked  if  she  wanted  her  to  leave  the  door  open.  She  did,  and  went  back 
to  sleep  instantly. 

“As  I  lay  staring  at  the  ceiling,  it  occurred  to  me  that  darkness  makes 
me  cry,  too.  The  darkness  of  sin  and  all  the  ways  it  exhibits  itself:  dis¬ 
ease,  oppression,  addiction,  hunger,  brokenness  of  heart  and  home,  com¬ 
placency,  indifference,  despair,  and  death.  Sometimes  I  feel  almost  over¬ 
whelmed  and  want  to  cry  out.  Too  dark,  too  dark!’ 

“Then  I  am  reminded  by  a  loving  Father  that  he  has  left  open  ‘The 
Door'  that  lets  in  ‘The  Light  of  the  world.’  Darkness  is  pushed  back  and 
I  am  instantly  at  rest.” 

"If  we  walk  in  the  light  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  with 
the  other,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  cleanses  us  from  all  sin  (1  John  1:7). 

Turner  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Does  religion  have  any  place 
in  the  nation’s  public  schools? 


By  J.  Brent  Walker 

Has  God  been  thrown  out  of  the  other  site.  Although  not  used  much  speech.”  These  meetings  must  be 
public  schools?  Not  at  all.  The  U.S.  anymore,  this  has  been  a  helpful  student-initiated  but  need  not  be 
Supreme  Court  has  held  only  that  and  constitutionally  permissible  devoted  to  learning  about  religion, 
the  state  cannot  constitutionally  way  to  accommodate  the  religious  They  may  be  overtly  sectarian, 
sponsor  religion  in  the  classroom,  needs  of  students.  involving  prayer  and  Bible  study. 

to  tell  or  Third,  there  is  equal  access.  If  a  Fourth,  within  some  limits 

.  ■  schools  cannot  interfere  with  the 

individual  free  exercise  rights  of 
the  students.  Students  may  pray 
whenever  and  to  whomever  they 
like  —  whether  in  the  classroom, 
lunchroom  or  the  playing  field  — 
provided  they  do  not  disrupt  the 
educational  process.  Students  can¬ 
not  be  prevented  from  bringing 
Bibles  or  other  religious  literature 
to  school.  They  may  read  their 
Bibles  during  free  time  and  even 
discuss  their  reading  with  others. 
They  cannot  be  prevented  from 
sharing  their  faith  as  long  as  they 
respect  the  other  students’  rights  to 
be  left  alone. 

Again,  it’s  only  state-sponsored 
religion,  not  student  religious 
speech  and  practice,  that  is  prohib¬ 
ited  by  the  Constitution.  Indeed, 
the  free  exercise  and  free  speech 
clauses  often  require  the  schools  to 
accommodate  the  latter. 

Has  God  been  thrown  out  of  the 
public  schools?  Maybe  the  faceless 
God  of  civil  religion  has,  but  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and 
Jesus  has  never  missed  a  roll  call. 

Walker  is  Associate  General 
Counsel,  BJC. 


It  is  not  the  school’s  job 
even  suggest  to  children  how, 
when,  or  what  to  pray.  Teachers 
cannot  and  should  not  lead  in 
devotional  Bible  reading  or  other 
religious  exercises.  School  officials 
should  not  proselytize  as  if  they 
were  the  outreach  arm  of  the  loci 
Baptist  church. 

But  God  has  not  been  banished  ^  _ 

from  the  classroom.  Religion  does  philosophical  or  other  content  of 
have  a  place  in  the  public  school  ^ — — ^ 
system.  Religious  expression  can 
take  many  forms. 

First,  the  schools  are  perfectly  « 


free  to  teach  about  religion  even 
though  they  are  precluded  from 
sponsoring  the  practice  of  religion. 

America’s  children  must  be  told 
about  the  influence  of  religion  on 
the  development  of  American  cul¬ 
ture.  To  fail  to  teach  these  truths 
would  be  to  skew  history  and 
exhibit  hostility  to  religion.  Cours¬ 
es  in  comparative  religion  and 
Bible-as-literature  can  arid  should 
be  included  in  the  curriculum. 

Second,  schools  may  participate 
in  “released-time”  programs.  A 
school  may  allow  students  to 
attend  classes  in  religious  instruc¬ 
tion  at  an  off-campus  church  or 

Clinton  pastor  pursues  mission  in  India 

By  Tommy  N.  Snyder 

“Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  Wildwood  Church,  Clinton,  with  compassion  on  them,  because 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea-  became  closely  involved  in  this  they  fainted,  and  were  scattered 
ture.”  With  these  words  echoing  in  mission  endeavor.  They  not  only  abroad,  as  sheep  having  no  shep- 
our  hearts,  Rick  Via  of  Roanoke,  gave  me  their  blessing  and  provided  herd.” 

Va.,  and  I  left  on  Jan.  1 1  to  preach  funds  to  go,  they  also  gave  $3,000  What  can  you  and  I  do  about  this 
two  weeks  in  India.  to  build  three  village  churches  in  need?  We  can  pray  for  India. 

With  one-sixth  of  the  world’s  India!  William  Carey  spent  41  years  on 

population,  India  is  a  ripe  mission  One  of  the  highlights  of  the  trip  this  mission  field.  The  statement, 
field.  A  recent  Foreign  Mission  was  to  meet  the  pastor  of  a  church  “Attempt  great  things  for  God  and 
Board  study  pointed  out  that  India  is  built  in  memory  of  my  father,  H.L.  expect  great  things  from  God,”  is 
predominantly  Hindu  and,  with  the  Snyder.  While  I  was  on  a  trip  to  attributed  to  him.  May  the  Lord  bur- 
exception  of  physician  Rebekah  India  in  January  1991,  my  dad  died,  den  our  hearts  for  a  country  that  has 
Naylor,  is  closed  to  Southern  Bap-  What  a  joy  to  visit  that  church,  meet  “fields  white  unto  harvest.”  May  we 
tist  missionaries.  and  pray  with  the  pastor,  and  hear  expect  a  revival  in  India 

Our  crusade  work  was  coordinat-  that  200  people  meet  there  every  Snyder  is  ]  “  ’"”,J~  '>od 

ed  through  the  All-India  Prayer  Pel-  week  to  study  God’s  Word.  Church,  Clrn 

lowship,  led  by  P.N.  Kurien.  This  India  presents  a  challenge.  Only 
organization  is  one  of  the  most  3%  of  this  country  is  Christian.  It  is 
effective  evangelistic  ministries  in  reported  that  India  will  overtake 
India.  Via  and  I  preached  three  cm-  China  as  the  most  populated  nation 
sades  and  witnessed  over  2,800  in  the  world  within  the  next  decade, 
recorded  salvation  decisions.  Please  As  I  saw  the  number  of  people  in 
pray  for  this  ministry  as  it  assists  the  India,  I  was  reminded  of  Matthew’s 

churches  in  discipling  these  new  words  about  Jesus:  “But  when  he  W  m 

believers. 
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saw  the  multitudes,  he  was  moved 


